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Money Gathering Devices 


STAR COIN COLLECTOR 


No. 64. A novel and attractive coin collector in the form of a small inexpensive bank, 
2%x2 inches in size. As the picture shows, there is a place for the name and address of 
the collector and also a place for recording the amount dropped inside. The bank is made 
of heavy cardboard with tin top containing slot and tin bottom. It will please young and 
old alike and will be a splendid means of raising money for missions, building fund or 
any special offering. Sample, 5 cents. Send for it today. The results will please you. 
Price 50c per dozen, $3.00 per 100. 


MILE OF PENNIES COLLECTOR 
Red or Blue, for Contest or No Contest. 


One of the most popular and 
successful money raising helps. 
No body refuses to give a few 
pennies for a good cause when 
approached with this device. 

Filled with pennies will bring you 
Filled with dimes will bring you 








100 collectors (100 feet) will cost you $3.50. 
oes Filled with nickels will bring you $65.00. 


| __ 600 collectors (500 feet) will cost you $17.50. Filled with pennies will bring you $80.00. 
| Filled with nickels will bring you $325.00. Filled with dimes will bring you $800.00. 


1,000 collectors (1,000 feet) will cost you $30.00. Filled with pennies will bring you 


Jape Filled with nickels will bring you $650.00. Filled with dimes will bring you 


One mile (5,280 feet) of pennies means $844.80. One mile (5,280 feet) of nickels means 
| $3,432.00. One mile (5,280 feet) of dimes means $8,448.00. 
| Price, per hundred, $3.50; per thousand, $30.00. 


This device is also made to accommodate nickels instead of pennies. 


The prices are 
the same. 


THE NEW DIME HELPER 
WOODEN MONEY 


BARRELS Collects 20 Dimes 
These barrels are 
made of wood neatly 
turned and finished. 
A Scripture label ac- 
companies each bar- 
rel. The barrels after 
they are returned 
and emptied can be 
used again by secur- 
ing additional Scrip- 
ture labels. 


Per 100, $5.00. 


A two page booklet, size 
2%x5% $jinches, made of 
heavy cardboard, in which 
dimes may be inlaid by the 
contributor. Deep _cut- 
outs are made for the re- 
ception of twenty dimes. 
An adhesive backing adds 
security to the position of 
the inlaid coins. 


Price, 70e a dozen; $5.00 a 
hundred. 








| Price, 75e dozen, postpaid. 
Delivery extra. 
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(Continued from page twenty-two) 

Alvis T. Routh, son of Isaac and Mary Routh, was 
born near Losantville, Indiana, February 3, 1865, and 
departed this life October 9, 1927, aged sixty-two 
years. Most of his life was spent in his home com- 
munity. He has been connected with the Mt. Zion 
Church since childhood, serving in various offices in 
the Sunday-school and church work, always ready to 
lend a helping hand to anyone in need. While attend- 
ing school at Union Christian College, he met Laura 
Bobo, daughter of Garner and Elizabeth Bobo, with 
whom he was joined in happy matrimony October 23, 
1886. To this union were born five children, one boy 
and four girls, all of whom survive him. He taught 
school in the rural district and later manufactured 
brooms for a livelihood. The past years were crowded 
with responsibilities, care of home and children. De- 
clining health hindered his activities in church cir- 
cles, but he never let go of God. He talked to each 
child and grandchild and advised them not to leave 
off the good and spiritual part of life, and that he 
saw his mother on the other side of the river with 
Jesus, that he could not tell the half but they would 
have to come and see. Besides the widow and five 
children, one sister and three brothers are still living. 








what could bea happier, a more fitting thought ) 
than a living memorial of Golden-Voiced * 3 
Deagan Tower Chimes cay 
serving through the years to keep alive the l y 
faith of those who have it, and helping, as no 
other means can, to re-awaken childhood 


In Selecting a Memorial to a Loved Que 


for literature. Standard Sets $6,000 and up. 
J. C. DEAGAN, Inc., 286 Deagan Building 











Official Information 


MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


Lewis A. Duvall, R. R. 5, Watertown, N. Y. 

M. M. Wiles, 122 East 8th St., Anderson, Indiana. 

Ed Borah, Sims, Illinois. 

W. J. Young, 614 N. Elm St., Muncie, Indiana. 

A. P. Swadley, Arthur, West Virginia. 

H. C. Caviness, Portsmouth, Virginia. 

John A. Dillon, Aged Ministers’ Home, Lakemont, 
New York. 

Wilbur B. Sharp, Westfield, Indiana. 





CHURCH WANTED 


Correspondence is solicited from any church want- 
ing a minister for half or full-time pastoral service. 
Address: Rev. R. N. Lawlyes, 1212 East 13th Street, 
Georgetown, Illinois. 


After a few months of rest from the pastorate. 1 
am now ready for work in the Vineyard of the Lord 
again. I am a member of the New York Eastern 
Conference in good standing. I have had twenty 
years of experience as a pastor. References will be 
given. 

Would be glad to hear from any church in need 
of a pastor or for special meetings. 

W. A. HUCKELL. 
Lagrangeville, New York. 


RAYS HILL AND SOUTHERN PENNSYLVANIA 
CONFERENCE 


The quarterly session of the Rays Hill and Southern 
Pennsylvania Christian Conference will be held at 
Whips Cove Christian Church, November 9 and 10, 
1927. Rev. H. W. May is pastor of the entertaining 
church. 

A. F. Foor, President. 
Everett, Pennsylvania. 
A. R. Wess, Secretary, 
Everett, Pennsylvania. 


METROPOLITAN CHRISTIAN CONVENTION 


The Metropolitan Christian Convention will meet in 
biennial sessions with the Earlston Christian Church, 
Everett, Pennsylvania, November 14-16, 1927. An in- 
formal service will be held on Monday evening, No- 
vember 14. Official opening of the Convention will be 
at ten a. m., Tuesday, November 15. 

Delegates and visitors should notify the pastor, Rev. 
A. R. Webb, 583 Providence St., Everett, Pennsylvania, 
of arrival by train via the Pennsylvania Railroad, or 
by auto, and of desire for entertainment, which will 
be at usual nominal rates. 

Those coming by ‘way of Huntington can leave there 
at 7:30 a. m. or 7:30 p. m. and arrive in Everett at 
9:20 a. m. or 910 p. m. Those coming by way of 
Altoona arrive there at 4:48 and get to Bedford at 
6:42. From Bedford to Everett, come by bus. The 
pastor, Rev. A. R. Webb, will meet trains at Bedford 
and Everett if notified. 

Rev. JoHN M. WituiamMs. President, 
Machias, New York. 
Rev. P. S. SAILER, Secretary, 
634 E. 42d St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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The New Merger Plan 


HERE are many points of advantage for the new Merger Plan by which The 

Christian Missionary and The Journal of Christian Education will be contin- 
ued in a Monthly Magazine number of The Herald of Gospel Liberty. Some 
of them are: 


















A. The Herald now has 1,248 pages a year. Under the new plan it will have 1,264 
pages. The price for the 40 regular and the 12 monthly magazine numbers will be 
only $2.00 per year. 






B. Its monthly magazine number will have a circulation nearly double its present list, 
; thus making The Herald known to thousands of new homes. 





C. The former Christian Missionary will more than double in circulation and its readers 
; will get nearly three times the amount of reading matter for the same price they now 
} pay for The Christian Missionary. 







D. The former Journal of Christian Education will almost treble its circulation and its 
subscribers will get nearly double the amount of reading matter at the same price 
they now pay for The Journal. 







E. Readers of each of the periodicals will now get,something of all three of them for the 
same money. 






F. The plan will be a great saving to the individual subscriber, and it will save thou- 
> sands of dollars to the Publishing Association. The present subscriber to all three 
periodicals will save forty percent in the subscription price he has been paying. 


; G. We will enlist in the One Publication*not only the lovers of The Herald, but the 
active missionary workers, and the Sunday-school and Christian Endeavor workers, 
centering on one periodical for the church. 









H. Pastors and local workers will find the task of the circulating of our literature much 
simplified, by presenting one inclusive publication instead of three separate publica- 
tions. 










I. Such a periodical will integrate all of our work as never before, and will work 
mightily for the unity of our whole church. 





With proper support it will become the greatest periodical ever put out by our 
Church. But this cannot be done without the enthusiastic co-operation of Pastors 
and Church Workers. 


Every Member of the Christian Church Should Immediately 
Be Made Acquainted With This New Plan 








WE MUST LOOK TO THE PASTORS TO DO THIS 





PLEASE REMEMBER CHARTER MEMBER SUBSCRIBERS 


} That for $2.00 paid in advance, the subseriber All subseribers to the NEW HERALD OF 


gets 52 numbers, which includes 12 Magazine hee. t Apo. * 
Numbers combining THE CHRISTIAN MIS- GOSPEL LIBERTY who pay $2.00, one year's 


SIONARY and THE JOURNAL OF CHRIS- subscription, in advance will have the honor of 
TIAN EDUCATION. — , being CHARTER MEMBER SUBSCRIBERS. 


The Christian Publishing Association 
DAYTON, OHIO 
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An Age of Hunger 


HOUSANDS of people in the modern world are weary of a 
religion which can not give them the power of contact 
with the Unseen. Consequently, the message which most 

directly ministers to the spiritual needs of this generation is the 
gospel of the spiritual life and of personal spiritual development, 
of prayer, of communion with God. The men and women of our 
generation do not hunger either for orthodoxy or for liberalism, 
either for Fundamentalism or for Modernism. But they do long 
for personal illumination, personal inspiration, and the immediate 
touch with the spiritual world. There are signs that an age of 
the Spirit and of interior religion is approaching. So may it be. 
To put it briefly, there is more mysticism in the modern world 
than the average church and the average ministry provides for. 
And it is our business to provide for it, because it was meant that 
the minister of Jesus’ Church should be the meeting place, as 
every priest must be, of creation’s need and of God’s grace.— 
Raymond Calkins, in “The Eloquence of Christian Experience.” 
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About Folks and Things 


Rev. W. M. Sooter, Jr., has just moved 
from Eldon, Missouri, to Letts, Iowa, where 
he takes charge of the Oak Grove Church. 
It is a good country work with a comfort- 
able parsonage and opportunity for ag- 
gressive work and leadership. 

Rev. W. C. Carpenter, of Ambrose, 
Georgia, feels that he will be very happy in 
his new work. His people have begun a par- 
sonage that, when completed, will make him 
a very comfortable home. He is now in the 
midst of union meetings with his church at 
Enigma. 

Dr. L. F. Johnson is now engaged in wel- 
fare work in New York City, but has his 
Sundays free to preach the gospel. Any 
pastors or churches within a hundred miles 
of New York City in need of a supply pas- 
tor, will do well to get in touch with Dr. 
Johnson, 131 Mountain Way, Rutherford, 
New Jersey. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Harvey, of Conneaut, 
Ohio, were callers at the Publishing House 
last week during a visit to their daughter in 
this city. Mr. Harvey is a member of the 
Foreign Mission Board and regretted very 
much that a peculiar business situation 
made it impossible for him to be at the 
board meeting last month. 

Dr. A. D. Woodworth is the very happy 
possessor of a new and fine Gladstone bag 
which was presented him by the Central 
Christian Convention as a token of the lov- 
ing esteem in which he is held throughout 
our brotherhood. It will be his faithful at- 
tendant upon his travels among our 
churches and will return with him on his 
long journey to Japan next month. 

The eighty-third annual session of the 
York and Cumberland Conference, which 
was held last month with the church at 
Freedom, New Hampshire, proved to be in- 
teresting and very helpful in many ways. 
The pastor of the entertaining church, Rev. 
Samuel A. Walker, was ordained at a 
special service Sunday afternoon, October 
16, Rev. Norval C. Kern, of the Rockingham 
Conference, preaching the sermon. 

Rev. C. E. Strawbridge, who for the past 
year has served as pastor of the Delphos 
Church, Northwestern Ohio Conference, has 
tendered his resignation and is open for 
supply work during the winter months. 
Brother Strawbridge may be addressed at 
Box 580, Lima, Ohio. Any of our pastors 
who may be interested in the pastorate thus 
left vacant may correspond with the church 
clerk, Miss Grace Spring, 705 Lima Avenue, 
Delphos, Ohio. 

Pleasant Hill,.Miami Ohio Conference, 
last Sunday observed a home-coming day in 
which Rev. O. P. Furnas and Rev. J. S. 
Kegg, former pastors, and Prof. C. H. 
Teach, for many years superintendent of 
schools and an earnest lay worker in our 
church there, assisted the pastor, Rev. 
Ernest Treber, in the addresses of the day. 
Devotionals, special music, and other fea- 


tures helped to make up an unusually at- 
tractive program and fill out a great day 
for this church. 

Johnsonburg, New Jersey, Rev. Robert L. 
Downing pastor, gave a most successful play 
a couple of weeks ago in the interests of 
the Sunday-school. The church was crowded 
to capacity and the audience delighted with 
the program which was rendered, and in 
which both Mr. and Mrs. Downing gave ex- 
tended parts. Many pupils also participated 
in the program. The same entertainment is 
to be repeated at Vienna, the other church 
of his pastorate. The work at both places 
is getting under way and showing many 
signs of new life. 

New Hope Church, Northwestern In- 
diana Conference, Rev. Leroy Myers pastor, 
has just made a splendid addition to its 
church equipment. A basement has been 
constructed under the church, two rooms 
have been added to the Sunday-school, and 
the church remodeled throughout. Special 
home-coming and rededication services were 
held on Sunday, October 30, in which the 
pastor was assisted by Home Mission Sec- 
retary Sparks, who preached the dedicatory 
sermon. Funds to take care of the improve- 
ments had been provided for before the day 
of dedication. 


A couple of weeks ago we spoke of the 
part which Pres. W. A. Harper, of Elon 
College, had taken in a conference of college 
workers at the University of Virginia. We 
are very happy to learn that his work there 
was so satisfactory that already he has re- 
ceived an invitation from the secretary of 
the State students’ organization of Ken- 
tucky asking him to conduct their faculty 
and student conference at Morehead, Ken- 
tucky, December 3. Brother Harper is 
eminently fitted, both in ideas and idealism, 
and in tactful leadership, for such confer- 
ence work in university circles. 


Again the circle of the Publishing House 
families has been entered by the shadow of 
death. This time it comes to the home of 
Miss Myrtle E. Rhoads, for a number of 
years the very efficient bookkeeper of the 
Mission Department, whose brother, Wilbert, 
passed away Sunday, October 30, in Ari- 
zona, where he had recently gone in search 
of health. The body was,returned to the 
home at Brookville for interment, members 
of the Publishing House group attending 
the funeral and conveying to Miss Rhoads 
and the other loved ones the deep sympathy 
which we all hold for them in this loss. 


A letter has just been sent out from head- 
quarters by Brother Hermon Eldredge of 
the Education Department and Dr. Denison 
of the Bureau of Stewardship and Promotion 
calling attention to Sunday-school teachers 
and officers that Stewardship lessons have 
been introduced in all grades for the Sun- 
day-school beginning early in 1928. These 
lessons have been planned by the Interna- 
tional Lesson Committee and will be studied 


NOVEMBER 10, 1927 


by schools of all denominations. The letter 
gives suggested helps for teachers and oth- 
ers, and Secretary Denison will be happy to 
give still further information and co-opera- 
tion to anyone asking for the same. 

During the Christmas holiday season the 
leaders of the Young People’s Congresses 
will again be invited to a conference at Day- 
ton under the auspices of the Department 
of Christian Education and the particular 
leadership of Miss Lucy M. Eldredge, in 
charge of young people’s work. In the past 
these meetings have been exceptionally suc- 
cessful affairs, in which the conference 
leaders of our young people have received 
most helpful instruction and inspiration. It 
is earnestly to be hoped that all invited 
leaders, whatever their distance from Day- 
ton, will plan to be present and thus better 
prepare themselves for leadership this com- 
ing year in their Congress work. 


We note with interest that on the program 
for the “‘union religious services in English” 
which was held at the Methodist Episcopal 
Temple in Ponce, Porto Rico, on October 2, 
two of our own missionaries took part—Rev. 
B. W. Morton in the devotional services; 
and Miss Victoria Adams, our new mission- 
ary who had just landed in the island, as a 
member of a quartet. These English serv- 
ices are held for the benefit of the American 
and other English-speaking population in 
the island, and Porto Ricans who under- 
stand and speak English are also invited 
and attend in large numbers. It is hoped 
that these union English-speaking services 
may become a regular part of the activities 
of the missions in Porto Rico. 


Defiance College held its annual home- 
coming Saturday and Sunday, October 29 
and 30. A football game with Bluffton Col- 
lege, one of the strongest conference oppon- 
ents, on Saturday afternoon was one of the 
events of the week-end—an event in which 
Defiance came out victorious. Covers were 
laid for one hundred and sixty people at the 
banquet, and quite a number were turned 
away. Earl Smith, of the class of 1918, was 
the toastmaster at this occasion. In the 
evening, The Purple Mask, the dramatic 
club of Defiance, presented the play, “The 
Goose Hangs High’, to great acceptance. 
On Sunday morning, Dr. F. H. Peters, the 
college pastor, preached a special home- 
coming sermon; and altogether it was 
probably the most successful home-coming 
which the college has yet had. 


In the death of Mrs. Harry L. Lott, of 
East Springfield, Pennsylvania, the wom- 
an’s board of the Erie Conference loses one 
of its most interested and enthusiastic 
workers. Brother Lott is pastor of the 
church there and always Mrs. Lott has been 
a most competent helper in all of his work. 
Her death came after an illness of several 
weeks. The interment was at Greenville, 
Ohio, her former home. Together Brother 
and Sister Lott have served a number of 
churches of Ohio, Indiana, and elsewhere, 
and always have won their way deep into 

(Continued on page twenty-two) 
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S so much is being said throughout the country this 
A week at fathers’ and sons’ banquets, there keeps 
running through the mind of the writer again and 
again the fact that neither a father nor a son can resign. 
They are in that relationship for life, and there is no 
getting away from it. Either of them can give up any 
other relation which he may ever hold. A man may 
dissolve any partnership, he may quit any business or 
professional work, he may resign and give up any other 
relationship. He can quit his church, he can leave his 
lodge, he can move from community to community or 
country to country, he can give up his citizenship in one 
nation and be naturalized in another, he can even be di- 
vorced from the wife whom he had chosen to be the 
mother of his children; but once that he is a father, he 
can not resign from the holy responsibilities of father- 
hood any more than he can avoid the fact that he is a son, 
with all of the obligations of sonship. First of all he 
is a son, and then later he becomes a father; and in spite 
of anything that may happen or anything that anyone 
may do or say, he is a son and he is a father forever. 















E are thinking just now of fatherhood. No court 

can dissolve this relationship, no act of God or man 

can terminate it. Once done, it is there for eternity. He 
may ignore the relationship, he may try to evade it, he 
may be the poorest possible sort of a father, in every con- 
ceivable way he may disgrace his fatherhood—but he can 
never get away from the fact that he is a father and that 
he is under heavy and holy responsibilities to his child, 
to his home, to society and to his God to be the wisest 
and best father of which he is capable. And because this 
is true, and because the responsibility of fatherhood is 
such a very serious and sacred one, it would seem that 
certainly fathers would give it much more earnest thought 
and preparation than most of them do. One of the amaz- 
ing things about parenthood is that so many fathers either 
take it for granted that they already know everything 
that is to be known about how to raise a boy or else that 
it will be impossible for them to learn anything from 
anyone else about this sacred task. They act as if they 
had to depend wholly upon their own blundering ex- 
perience. They never read anything on the subject and 
never seem to want to hear or talk about what it means 
to be a father and how best a father can help his child. 
The average man rather ridicules the splendid books 
which have been written about the boy, and boy nature 
and boy training. Most fathers carefully study their 
business or profession, they buy all sorts of books and 
magazines touching upon it, they go to business and pro- 
fessional clubs especially to discuss it and to exchange 





A Father Can Not Resign 








methods and experiences with others concerning it. But 
when it comes to their own boys and what can be learned 
about them and for their welfare—that’s different. They 
seem to feel that they are just natural-born fathers and 
know all that they need to know on the subject. They 
depend upon their own knowledge and follow out their 
own ideas; or, as is true in perhaps most cases, they just 
drift along from day to day and from thing to thing with- 
out any real philosophy or plan on boy raising at all— 
though that boy raising is the one biggest task of their 
lives, for which all of these other things ought to exist. 
Why is it that the average father gives so very little time 
to his child, and to its comradeship and training, and why 
is it that so many of these fathers try to resign from the 
job and hand it over to the mothers and the schools and 
the Boy Scouts and Y. M. C. A’s and churches to look 
after and care for their children, and be playmates and 
guides to them? There is many a father who above every- 
thing else needs to have it burned into his heart that he 
can not get away from his task—that either he will be 
an honorable or a dishonorable, a wise or an unwise, 
father, a success or a failure as a dad. One or the other. 
He can not resign his fatherhood. 


HERE is many a lad also to whom we would like to go 
and say, “Boy, you are a son—and you can’t get out 

of it. You will either be the kind of a son that will honor 
you or the kind that will give you shame. It is up to you, 
no matter what your parents do.” There is many a boy 
that needs just that encouragement. He has not had a 
fair chance. His father, and maybe his mother also, has 
shirked his duty. The home is far from what it should 
be. His father is too busy, or too indolent, or too way- 
ward to be a real father to him. There is no comradeship, 
no understanding, no helpfulness between the two. It is 
a tragedy when a boy must have a father like that and a 
home like that; but it is a worse tragedy yet if some pas- 
tor or teacher or some one can not get to the heart of 
that boy and make him feel that he is a son still and that 
he must be the right kind of a son no matter what hap- 
pens. Wherein his father has failed, he himself must be 
more the man. It is an appeal which has redeemed many 
a child’s life and sent him out to be the comfort of his 
mother and the burden bearer of the home. We are too 
prone te spend our time pitying the unfortunate child and 
making him feel his misfortune, when we ought to be 
steeling his will and his purpose to the ambition of mak- 
ing the best out of the situation in which he finds himself. 
No matter what sort his parents are—he is a son. And he 
will enjoy life better and get far more out of it if he is 
the right kind. 

























































For Laymen Also 


OO much cannot be said nowadays about the utter necessity 
for a highly trained and qualified ministry. But not enough 
emphasis has been laid upon the fact that in every local 

church and Sunday-school and Christian Endeavor there must be 
lay leadership—officers, teachers, workers—and that this leader- 
ship must work with the same men and women and the same 
young people whom we feel must have educated and trained leaders 
in the pulpit. If these people require intelligent preaching and 
trained leadership when they sit in the pews, it is none the less 
true that they will require intelligent teaching and trained leader- 
ship when they sit in their Sunday-school classes and Chris- 
tian Endeavor and other societies. It is foolish to suppose that 
the modern church dares to stop with simply a trained ministry. 
It must see to it somehow that it has trained leadership all along 
the line. And upon this our Department of Christian Education is 
laying increasing emphasis, and is doing its utmost to provide 
facilities for such leadership training down in the local churches 
for the young men and young women who have not yet been to 
college and to older men and older women who never will get to 
college but who could vastly improve themselves and their fitness 
for leadership in their local churches and communities through 
the kind of training that our Department of Christian Education 
is promoting. One of the greatest obstacles to church work every- 
where is the lack of such trained lay leaders. Hence the vital im- 
portance of this work. 

It must be made plain to our church membership that the an- 
nual offering for Education goes for this purpose as well as to help 
towards training ministers. The work for the Sunday-schools and 
Christian Endeavor societies is at stake as well as the training 
for the pulpit. It is a call to help train lay leadership as well as to 
train preachers. 

We do not see how any pastor that has any understanding out- 
look whatever into the future can be indifferent to this call, or 
neglect to give it his most earnest participation and leadership. 
And we do not see how any superintendent or Christian Endeavor 
president or other church leader who has sensed in any degree 
whatever the importance to his own church and to his own com- 
munity of the right kind of trained leadership, can be indifferent 
to this offering or fail to do all within his or her power to stir 
up the church and the Sunday-school and the Christian Endeavor 
to a great and generous outpouring of money for this vitally im- 
portant purpose. And to every member of the church and to every 
member of the Sunday-school and Christian Endeavor, comes this 
urgent appeal for an offering that will help promote the leadership 
training, both for the pulpit and the pew, the need of which must 
many times have made itself acutely aware to them in the work 
of their own local churches and communities. Because the need is 






The Federal Council and Evangelism 


Dr. Charles L. Goodell, so well known among our people as the 
Secretary of Evangelism of the Federal Council of Churches, de- 
plores the fact that certain newspaper articles published in New 
York and quoted throughout the country have misrepresented the 
attitude of the Federal Council of Churches and its Commission on 
Evangelism towards vocational evangelism and evangelists. He 
declares that: 


The Federal Council’s Commission on Evangelism, as the clear- 
ing house of the various Commissions on Evangelism of the sev- 
eral communions, believes that the Church in order to accomplish 
the task Christ gave it, needs all fruitful forms of Christian evan- 
gelism. The Federal Council, therefore, does not oppose voca- 
tional evangelism or any other form of evangelistic movement 
which is being used by the churches with spiritual success. 

Its emphasis upon pastoral and personal evangelism, in which 
every minister, united with his own membership, earnestly under- 
takes the business of winning men and women to the acceptance of 
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, grows out of the conviction that 
nothing less than the mobilization of the entire membership of the 
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~ liberality which causes it to lose concern for the soul of an un- 
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greater than ever before, every one who can possibly do so should 
make larger offerings than ever before for Christian Education. 


Church Membership Again 


AQ S touching the matter of better preparation and training 




















for church membership, The Baptist, one of our best ex- 

changes, declares that “The Kiwanis may teach the churches 
something”. The international secretary of that organization de- 
plores the “add and delete” method of dealing with the problem of 
membership, and proposes that there be a better assimilation of 
new members. He suggests four remedial measures: More ade- 
quate information to prospective members, better education of new 
members in Kiwanis principles and practice, better methods of 
making new members acquainted with all other members, better 
placement of new members in club responsibilities. We know many 
a church which would be mightily strengthened by the proper at- 
tention to these same principles. 

Just now an appeal touching another phase of this same ques- 
tion will be timely. Most of our conferences have been held and 
many churches have been surprised by the new budget which has 
been apportioned to them. They know that the size of their mem- 
bership has something to do with the size of their apportionment, 
and so many a church will be tempted to cut off every possible 
name from its church rolls. It would be putting church member- 
ship on a money basis entirely, and would tend to incline our 
official boards and others to think more of the dollar or two a 
year in the budget than they do of the man’s soul and what it may 
mean to his eternal welfare to cut his name from the church roll. 
If his soul was worth an effort to win in the first place, it ir 
certainly worth an equal effort to hold now. 

Any church is actuated by a most unworthy motive indeed 
which will undertake to save a few paltry dollars a year in the size 
of its budget by cutting from its membership list the names of 
men and women whom it might eventually reclaim and win back 
to Jesus Christ and the church if it thought more of them than 
it did of its budget and set in process the proper zeal and methods 
for their reclamation. As another editor says: “It is lack of 













































faithful brother. Every hardship should be borne by the church 
for the sake of a weak character, and no person should be aban- 
doned until the utmost has been done to keep him in the circle of 
believers.” The pruning of church membership lists may be neces- 
sary and justifiable at times; but the rather heartless and whole- 
sale manner in which it is often done when the size of the benev- 
olent budget is under consideration is little less than a disgrace, 
and in striking contrast to the evangelistic fervor and “love for 
souls” that was manifest in the revival meeting in which most of 
these names were put on the roll. 


















Church for personal work will bring the world to Christ. The 
Council believes that, unless the Church itself is dominated by a 
deep evangelistic spirit, it will be of small avail to bring additional 
members to it. Any representation which indicates a different atti- 
tude on the part of the Commission on Evangelism and its officers 
is not true to the facts in the case. 









The Progress of Christian Co-operation in Ohio 
“Our most significant progress in this work is reflected in the 
changing attitude of people towards the consolidation of competing 
churches. Today few communities are unwilling to sit down and 
face this issue calmly and sincerely.” So declared Dr. B. F. Lamb, 
secretary of the Ohio Council of Churches, in the annual session of 
that body at Columbus last month. Moreover, as concrete evidence 
of the favor with which this idea of unity is meeting among the 
people, he cites the fact that Ohio now has more than fifty con- 
solidated churches, where people of different denominations are 
worshiping and serving together in harmony. 
One of the most impertant committees of the Council is that on 
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comity, which acts as a “semi-court” or board of arbitration for 
the adjustment of’interdenominational differences in local com- 
munities. As is all too well known, such differences frequently 
arise between neighboring churches. Especially is this true where 
there is a bad overchurched condition, or where churches are com- 
peting for the right to enter new territory in cities. Dr. Lamb 
urges the more frequent use of the conference method and friendly 
arbitration in the adjustment of such differences, and declares 
that “if the Church is to advocate gonference and arbitration in 
industrial and international disputes, it itself ought to settle its 
own interdenominational differences by the method of arbitration 
and conference.” This argument only helps to drive home the still 
larger fact that if the Church of Jesus Christ is to be at all effec- 
tive in bringing about unity and peace in a strife-torn world, it 
must first find the way to unity and peace within its own borders. 

An educational campaign in the interest of the Council’s comity 
program, emphasizing the need for further consolidation of com- 
peting churches in overchurched communities, will be launched 
after Easter. It will begin with a State conference of denomina- 
tional officials, to be followed by county conferences of pastors and 
laymen in at least twenty counties, at which concrete situations 
will be frankly discussed. As a special experiment the comity com- 
mittee reported plans for staging a demonstration in some com- 
munity where the local churches and the denominational officials 
concerned are willing, merging four of five churches and employ- 
ing a staff of several specialized workers in place of the independ- 
ent pastors. 

Plans were approved for extension of the visitation evangelistic 
movement in the coming winter and spring, with intensive confer- 
ence periods for pastors and laymen extending over three or four 
days in each of six counties; one day conferences for pastors of 
twenty-two counties, to be held at five centrally located points, and 
“religious emphasis week” programs in three centers. 

A special committee on gambling and another on Sunday observ- 
ance will be created to study these subjects with a view to de- 
termining policies on which a legislative program for future years 
can be based. A committee which has been making a similar study 
of marriage and divorce will continue its investigation. Plans 
were announced by the woman’s work committee to sponsor an- 
other international goodwill demonstration in 1928, by co-operat- 
ing in the national project to send “friendship school bags” as a 
gift from the children of the United States to those of Mexico. 


Labor Leaders Welcomed in the Churches of Los Angeles 


After the tempest stirred up in Detroit last year about inviting 
the American Federation of Labor to send speakers to the churches 
of that city during its meeting there, it comes as a relief to know 
that the Federation was heartily welcomed by the churches during 
its session at Los Angeles last month. Thirty-one churches opened 
their pulpits on Sunday to speakers from the labor convention, 
including the strongest churches of the major denominations. These 
speakers were true to the spirit of the occasion. They avoided 
controversial issues, speaking on the social ideals and humanitarian 
aims of the labor movement. President Green gave an address 
before a great audience in one of the churches, in which he said 
that he wanted labor to understand the Church and the Church to 
understand labor and asserted his belief that the divine teachings 
of Christ offer a basis for solution of the highly complicated prob- 
lems of the industrial world today. 

It was evident, especially following these Sunday services, that 
Los Angeles had done much to stem the growing estrangement be- 
tween the labor forces of this country and the churches. The Los 
Angeles Church Federation deserves the gratitude of the religious 
forces of the entire country for its gracious and effective handling 
of the situation—a most striking contrast to the manner in which 
it was handled at Detroit last year. One of the opening addresses 
at the labor convention was made by Dr. Edwin P. Ryland, the 
executive secretary of the Los Angeles Church Federation, and the 
following words indicate something of the healing spirit of his in- 
fluence: 


So far as the churches are concerned I beg leave to remind you 
that their Founder was one of the workers of the building trades 
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of his time. I have been asked in a most friendly manner on a 
number of occasions why the churches were cordially giving welcome 
to the American Federation of Labor Convention, possibly more 
than to other conventions that come here, and I answered that we 
welcome all of our fellow-men who come to our city representing 
great groups of the people of America; but when it comes to the 
American Federation of Labor we have represented that group 
in which possibly the very Founder of our Church would find his 
home if he were on the earth today. 

The Church could wish that there were no class struggle in the 
world, but that all men were willing frankly and gladly to welcome 
the fact of brotherhood. Unhappily, there is class distinction, and 
the Church cannot close her eyes to that fact. Sometimes it is 
emphasized and deepened by the labor movement. Sometimes it is 
emphasized and deepened by the opponents of the labor movement. 
This is to be regretted. All men are in reality brothers and are 
dependent, one on the other. Our objective should be the elimina- 
tion of differences that are artificial and wrong, and the building 
up of the spirit of human solidarity. 


The Bible in the Public Schools 

Such arduous effort has been made by certain religious organi- 
zations to secure laws requiring the reading of the Bible in public 
schools that it is well to know that many sincere and farseeing 
Christians do not give such enforced reading of the Scripture their 
approval. No one could accuse The Baptist of being ultra-liberal, 
and yet it dubs a recent decision of the supreme court of Minne- 
sota “a dubious victory”, though that decision gave school boards 
the right to order the Bible to be read in the school, without note 
or comment. The Baptist continues: 

For the purpose of building moral character the Bible is of 
supreme value but not when so used. To compel the reading is 
bad enough, but to forbid explanation of its meaning for life is 
worse. What impression must such a regulation make on the mind 
of a discerning pupil? It is bad pedagogy, bad religion, and bad 
morals. It is a poorly disguised and not clearly conscious effort 
to educate for Protestantism and is itself a sectarian measure. 
There is a better way, namely, to put a true man or woman in the 
schoolroom, to leave the teacher free in the use of all available 
character-forming material, and trust the result. Such a teacher 
will find use for the Bible and will know how to use it. 

The required reading of the Bible in the schools of Pennsylvania 
and other States where it has been tried for years has had no dis- 
cernible effect on the morals of the people. Such a method is al- 
together too easy and slipshod to be effective. The right kind of a 
teacher will want to use the Bible anyway; and in the hands of the 
wrong kind of a teacher, it will do no good. 

C3 

One of the most peculiar situations in the religious life of to- 
day is that which has been brought about in Mexico by the strike 
of the Catholic priests there. When the present law went into 
effect requiring priests to register with the government, the Cath- 
olic Church refused to allow its priests to serve in the churches 
until such restriction should be removed. But the churches were 
permitted to remain open, and the attendance has increased rather 
than decreased. Sometimes men and women, more often women, 
lead groups in common prayer and in the repetition of certain de- 
votional services. The ecclesiastical authorities have granted 
special privileges to laymen to read the services, and even to go so 
far as to perform such ceremonies as marriages. Thus, as month 
after month has gone by, for the first time in the history of Mexi- 
co, if not within the history of the Catholic Church itself, its lay- 
men are learning that they can get along without the priesthood 
and that they themselves can conduct satisfying religious services 
and perform functions that heretofore have been considered alto- 
gether too sacred for the unconsecrated hands of the laity. No 
man can foretell what will be the ultimate outcome of the planting 
of such seed in the minds of the Catholic laity. But it is safe to 
prophesy that never again will it be possible to force this laity 
back into the old-time priest-ridden shell. 

ae 


The tenth World Sunday-school Convention is to be held in Los 
Angeles July 11-18, 1928. The official call has already gone out 
and preparation is under way to make it the greatest convention 
ever. We are publishing this announcement this early in the hope 
that many of our readers will lay their plans to be present. 





USIC is defined by Webster as being 
M “the art of combining tones in a man- 

ner to please the ear.” But music is 
more than that. It is the art of combining 
tones in a manner not only to please the ear 
but also to appeal to the heart, having influ- 
ence upon every emotion of our being. 

Music is one of the most potent forces in 
life,—potent either for the good or for the 
bad. Music may appeal to the lowest in our 
nature, and it may appeal to the highest, ac- 
cording to the soul of the composer, and the 
purpose that prompted him to compose, for 
music reflects the mind, the soul, and the 
life of those who give the world its music. 
With its voluptuous strains, music can set 
aflame the fires of hell within the soul. And 
with its spiritual strains, it can purify and 
lift the soul into the atmosphere of the sub- 
lime, leading one into the very presence of 
God. 

Good music is one of the voices of God as 
he calls mankind to higher thinking and no- 
bler living. It is God’s voice, because men 
of every race and clime can recognize and 
appreciate good music no matter from what 
race it may come. 

I went with a friend one day several 
years ago into a church in Milan, Italy, the 
church upon the plastered wall of which ap- 
pears the celebrated painting of “The Last 
Supper” by Leonardo de Vinci. As we 
walked into the old church, we heard the 
voice of a woman singing in what to us was 
“an unknown tongue.” We did not under- 
stand the words she sang, we did not try, for 
the music she sang, though never heard by 
us before, was a language we well knew. It 
was the language of adoration to the Most 
High God. No matter where we might have 
heard her singing, we would have instantly 
recognized that she was singing praises to 
God. The rhythm and time of the music, 
and that indefinable something that is al- 
ways found in sacred music, as well as the 
quality of her voice made up that mysteri- 
ous language of music that all could recog- 
nize. 

No matter what language may be used in 
expressing with words the thought of a com- 
poser, the music itself is the universal lan- 
guage that expresses best the sentiment the 
composer desired to convey. The mother’s 
lullaby whether sung by the Hottentot moth- 
er in Central Africa, or by the Persian 
mother in the Far East, or by the American 
mother in your own home speaks the univer- 
sal language of mother love, and is recog- 
nizable by even those who could not under- 
stand the words. Music is a language in its- 
self—the universal language that speaks to 
the emotions because it expresses the emo- 
tions of mankind. 

There is a music that appeals to the bes- 
tial in man. And there is a music that ap- 
peals to the divine in man. 

The ministry of good music is manifold. 
It can assuage grief, and comfort sorrow. 


The Ministry of Music 


BY REY. R. C. HELFENSTEIN, D. D. 


It can displace doubt, and establish belief. It 
can banish gloom, and fortify with cheer. 
It can overcome despondency, and nourish 
hope. It can remove distrust, and create 
confidence. It can silence the voice of hate, 
and instill a spirit of love. Music is a mas- 
ter over life. 

Hearts that have been heavy with care, 
having no peace within and seeing no hope 
without, have been filled with a calm and 
peace that passes understanding by the in- 
spiration of good music. Soldiers upon the 
battle field, discouraged and ready to give 
up, have been thrilled by the sound of the 
martial strains of the drum corps with a 
new courage that turned defeat into victory. 

Good music has a transforming power 
over the souls of men. Men who have been 
absolutely indifferent to the fact of sin in 
their lives have been convicted of their sins 
and brought to genuine repentance toward 
God because of having heard a hymn that 
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN WALKS AT 
MIDNIGHT 


[". IS portentous, and a thing of state 
That here at midnight in our little town, 

A mourning figure walks, and will not rest, 

Near the old court house pacing up and down. 


Or by his homestead, or in shadowed yards, 

He lingers where his children used to play; 

Or through the market, on the well-worn 
stones, * 

He stalks until the dawn-stars burn away. 

A bronzed lank man! His suit of ancient 
black, 

A famous high top-hat and plain worn shawl, 

Make his the quaint great figure that men 
love, 

The prairie lawyer, master of us all. 


He cannot sleep upon his hillside now. 

He is among us—as in times before! 

And we who toss and lie awake for long 

Breathe deep, and start, to see him pass the 
door. 


His head is bowed. He thinks on men and 
kings. 

Yea, when the sick world cries, how can he 
sleep? 

Too many peasants fight, they know not 
why; 

Too many homesteads in black terror weep. 


The sins of all the war-lords burn his heart. 

He sees the dreadnaughts scouring every 
main. 

He carries on his shawl-wrapped shoulders 
now 

The bitterness, the folly, and the pain. 


He cannot rest until a spirit-dawn 

Shall come—the shining hope of Europe free; 

The league of sober folk, the Workers’ Earth, 

Bringing long peace to Cornland, Alp, and 
Sea. 


It breaks his heart that kings must murder 
still, 
That all his hours of travail here for men 
Seem yet in vain. And who will bring white 
peace 
That he may sleep upon his hill again? 
—Vachel Lindsay. 
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stirred anew the memories of home and 
mother. 

The person who crowds music out of his 
life, robs himself of some of the finest and 
noblest inspirations of life. Music in the 
heart drives out hatred and envy from the 
life. Music in the soul drives out anger and 
malice from the mind. The tempter seldom 
approaches a soul while it is humming a sa- 
cred hymn. People who keep singing or 
whistling the gospel hymns while at their 
work are thereby fortifying themselves 
against immediate temptation. 

Before the power of sacred music, barriers 
and divisions between the people of God 
totter and fall. The many branches of the 
Church can never find their way together to 
the mercy seat of God by their variant 
creeds and their different theologies. But if 
they would, the churches of every name and 
creed could sing their way into a unity of 
faith and a unity of fellowship with each 
other and with God. The creeds are simply 
the opinions men have handed down from 
generation to generation regarding possible 
interpretations of Biblical statements and 
subsequent experiences. But opinion is vari- 
able. A man may have one opinion about a 
Christian doctrine today, and have another 
opinion about the same thing tomorrow. 
Faith is abiding. The object of religious 
faith never changes. The creeds of opinion 
divide the people of God. The hymns of 
faith unite them in his love. Orthodoxy of 
opinion is forgotten and only the oneness of 
faith is recognized when Christians of every 
creed sing together the hymns of faith and 
hope. 

The most rabid Trinitarian sings with 
deep emotion that classic hymn, “Nearer My 
God to Thee”, unconscious and regardless of 
the fact that it was written by an ardent 
Unitarian. That glorious hymn thrills the 
soul of the devotees of every creed of the 
Church Universal because the words and 
the music breathe the prayer and the aspira- 
tion of every seeker of truth and every lover 
of God. The most loyal Protestant sings with 
joy and delight that inspiring hymn, 
“There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy, Like 
the Wideness of the Sea”, even though that 
hymn was composed by a zealous Roman 
Catholic. People of every Protestant creed 
sing that soul-stirring hymn with as much 
enthusiasm as if it had been written by a 
member of their own communion because the 
theme of the hymn is faith and adoration in- 
stead of opinion and theological speculation. 
The opinions expressed in theology are what 
men argue by, but the faith expressed in 
hymns is what men live by, and in the fel- 
lowship of this common faith all the church- 
es can sing their way to the mercy seat of 
God and into the fellowship of unity and of 
love. 

Music has much in common with life. The 
characteristics of good music are the char- 
acteristics of a good life. Rhythm is the 
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frst requisite in beautiful music. It is also 
the first requisite in a beautiful and useful 
life. Music is something more than sound. 
It is the occurrence and recurrence of pleas- 
ing sounds in a measured order of time with 
systematic precision and appropriate ac- 
cents. So likewise life is something more 
than activity. It is activity ordered in a 
purposeful relation to a definite end and goal 
with many and varied experiences. Music 
at its highest is something more than “an 
agreeable succession of simple sounds pro- 
duced by a single voice or instrument.” Mu- 
sic at its highest and noblest is a blending 
of numerous and varied sounds produced by 
many voices or instruments into a glorious 
harmony. So life at its highest and noblest 
is something more than a succession of self- 
ish gratifications, or a repeated effort to sat- 
isfy one’s personal wishes and fancies. Life 
at its noblest and highest is a surrendering 
of one’s selfish interests for the good of all, 
the blending of one’s personal wishes, aspir- 
ations, and efforts into the social harmony 
of human interest and human ‘service. 
Some of us will never be able to produce 
music that is worth while on any kind of in- 
strument. Some of us will never be able to 
make music that inspires with our voices. 
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But every person can cultivate an apprecia- 
tion of good music. Every person can dis- 
cipline oneself to enjoy good music made by 
others. And we all need to be reminded of 
the fact that to be able to appreciate good 
music made by others is just as much an art 
and just as true an expression of culture as 
it is to be able to produce or to execute good 
music oneself, for both talents are the gift 
of God. To one is given the talent to pro- 
duce or to execute good music, and to an- 
other is given the talent to appreciate and 
enjoy the production. And God expects that 
each shall make the most of the talent given. 
There is one privilege in which we all 
stand on equal opportunity as regards the 
making of music that is beautiful, inspiring, 
and worth while. With kindness, gentleness, 
goodness, helpfulness, cheerfulness, “faith, 
hope and love” we can all make music in our 
daily lives; music that will not only be beau- 
tiful but also inspiring. By seeking to live 
in harmony with God and with our fellow- 
men we can help to produce a music that 
will set the world to singing. Such is the 
best music of earth, and such will be the 
rapturous music of heaven, namely the mu- 
sic of peace, love, service, and good will. 
Dover, Delaware. 





















HE Christian people all over the world are praying for peace. If 
this nation would have the courage to raise the standard, the 
world could go forward in confidence and hope.—Wiulliam J. Bryan. 








You hold that a foreign war is prob- 

able if not inevitable, and so near that 

the United States must prepare by equip- 

ment, military training, and plans quickly 

to mobilize the entire resources of the na- 
tion. 

If this be true, must not something else be 
done? The indispensable condition of suc- 
cess in such a struggle is intelligent, united, 
and determined public opinion. A despot- 
ism might dispense with it, but not a repub- 
lic. For such united opinion, President Mc- 
Kinley waited in 1898; and President Wilson 
in 1917. 

Now, throughout the history of the United 
States, the chief molders of public opinion 
have been our free and loyal church bodies. 
In his speech at Philadelphia, July 5, 1926, 
President Coolidge traced the principles of 
the Declaration of Independence to clergy- 
men—Thomas Hooker and John Wise. The 
moral enthusiasm of the nation in the Revo- 
lution and the Civil War was kindled by the 
religious leaders. Thus, Julia Ward Howe 


Set PATRIOTS: 





Can the Church be Marshaled for Another War? 


An Open Letter to Advocates of Preparedness 
From the Secretary of the Council of Churches for Massachusetts 


interpreted the latter in the immortal line: 
“Mine eyes have seen the glory of the com- 
ing of the Lord!” In the gigantic struggle 
still fresh in our memories, the Administra- 
tion so felt the necessity of the support ot 
the churches that it established “A Commit- 
tee on the Churches and the Moral Aims of 
the War”, which arranged meetings in every 
strategic center that every clergyman in the 
country might have a chance to hear the 
cause of the Allies officially presented. 

You are right in saying that the “next 
war” will be on a more gigantic scale, and 
require more careful preparations. Can you 
leave out of account the churches? Should 
you not begin at once to plan to secure their 
full sympathy? They include the more cool- 
headed, intelligent, and conscientious por- 
tion of the population. It is this that makes 
their part in forming public opinion so val- 
uable. But, for this very reason, they are 
the least responsive to “mob-psychology”; 
they cannot be forced; their mind and con- 
science must be convinced. 


In plans for preparedness, therefore, 
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would it not be well to face the fact that 
it will evidently be more difficult than ever 
before to mobilize the churches of the Uni- 
ted States in support of any war? This is 
obvious for three reasons. 

I. 

Since the last war, the churches have been 
severely criticised for the inconsistency of 
preaching a religion of universal love and 
supporting a method of settling interna- 
tional disputes which involves misrepresen- 
tation, deliberate cultivation of hate, whole- 
sale destruction and murder. Whatever it 
may have been in the past, in our complex 
modern civilization its total effect is disas- 
trous. The Great War left Europe desolate 
and well-nigh ruined. Victors are scarcely 


‘ better off than the vanquished. The blame 


must lie somewhere. It is clear that both 
sides cannot be exonerated. Yet churches, 
professing the same Christan faith, on both 
sides supported their governments. One 
side or both must have been mistaken. 

In 1925, the churches of both sides met at 
Stockholm to consider together their duty in 
the face of this and other social problems. 
As the Church has never done before, they 
said: “We confess before God and the world, 
the sins and failures of which the churches 
have been guilty through lack of love and 
sympathetic understanding.” “In the pres- 
ence of the Cross” they “accepted the ur- 
gent duty of applying his gospel in all 
realms of life,” including “political and in- 
ternational.” How did they interpret their 
duty in the last respect? A commission re- 
ported: “War is incompatible with the mind 
of Christ and therefore of his Church.” The 
Message, adopted by the conference, said: 
“‘We summon the churches to share with us 
our sense of the horror of war and its fu- 
tility as a means of settling international 
disputes.” 

In view of these facts, will it not be very 
difficult to persuade the churches of America 
to take any positive and united stand in 
support of war, contrary to their under- 
standing with their sister churches through- 
out the world, and in direct hostility to 
brethren in “enemy countries”? Are they 
not much more likely to insist that points in 
dispute be settled by the established inter- 
national machinery, which the Stockholm 
Conference agreed that it is the duty of all 
churches to support and strengthen? 

II. 

The first of the “Moral Aims of the War” 
was: “To win the war against autocracy”. 
The churches were told: “Germany has 
forced America, as it has forced almost the 
entire world, to defend itself by arms.” Is 
this theory of the sole guilt of Germany and 
her allies standing the test of impartial his- 
torical examination? Already “revisionists” 
in America, England, and even France are 
differently apportioning the blame. Lloyd 
George, himself, said Dec. 28, 1920: “The 
more one reads of what happened before 
Aug. 1, 1914, the more one realizes that no 
one at the head of affairs quite meant war 
at that stage. It was something into which 
they staggered or stumbled; and a discus- 
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sion, I have no doubt, would have avoided 
a 

Our Christian brethren in the Central 
Powers say that they likewise were told by 
their governments that there was a general 
coalition against them; and, as patriots, 
they believed they must defend their liber- 
ties. Would any today on either side main- 
tain assertions which were accepted without 
question in the height of the struggle? And 
the serious thing is that these assertions, 
now discredited, were made on the authority 
of the respective governments. In war, truth 
must be strained, concealed, or denied, for 
the sake of military success. 

These facts being now well known, in or- 
der to convince the churches of the neces- 


sity of another war, the case must be far ' 


clearer than that against Germany, and 
must be proved by impartial evidence. _ 


It. 

On the positive side, “The Moral Aims” 
included a “guarantee of autonomy to every 
nation, large or small”, and “the establish- 
ment of a League of Nations”. The church- 
es were asked to support “a war to end 
war’, and our Government promised to make 
it the occasion for the establishment of a 
system which would make war unnecessary. 
Have these promises been fulfilled? 

Our Government did insist upon the inclu- 
sion in the treaty of Versailles of the Cove- 
nant of the League of Nations. Fifty-four 
nations, including now the chief “enemy 
states”, have accepted the Covenant and are 
working together with increasing harmony 
and success. They have established, what 
Americans have long advocated, on a plan 
suggested by our former Secretary of State, 
a genuine World Court. But the United 
States has ratified neither Covenant nor 
Protocol. There are said to be in them pro- 
visions which we cannot accept. Very well. 
President Harding said something about a 
substitute plan for world organization. 
Where is it now? Some Americans who 

criticize the League advocate a plan for the 
outlawry of war. The term has been taken 
up by a French statesman in a definite prop- 
osition. Why is not the draft of a treaty 
embodying the principle laid before the Sen- 
ate? For a Century, America has been fore- 
most in advocacy of arbitration. Yet every 
treaty taking any practical step in this di- 
rection has been defeated because of the 
two-thirds rule; or emasculated by requir- 
ing the assent of the Senate before the sub- 
mission under it of any specific question, 
which reduces our promise to this: We will 
arbitrate when we choose to arbitrate! 
Where, then, is the promised machinery of 
peace? 

And what has become of the autonomy of 
small nations? How is our treatment of 
Hayti, Mexico, Nicaragua, and the Philip- 
pines to be reconciled with the ideals which 
America set up for the world, and surely for 
herself, in 1917? Or with the principles of 
the Declaration of Independence? 

Gentlemen, how can our Government ex- 
pect the churches to support another war 
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until it has fulfilled the promises by which 
their support was won in the last? 

Do not misunderstand me. The churches 
will always display the truest patriotism. 
But they may feel that it is their duty, to 
their country no less than to their God, to 
arouse a public opinion which will make an 
appeal to arms impossible, and sweep from 
power those responsible for even proposing 
a method increasingly discredited by the 
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progress of Christianity and civilization, 
Have you heard of the action taken this 
year by the Methodist Episcopal Conference 
of Colorado, rebuking militarism and any 
“placing of the Monroe Doctrine above the 
Sermon on the Mount”? Would it not be 
well for our statesmen to reckon with such 
incalculable moral force? 

Your ardent fellow-American, 

EDWARD TALLMADGE R007, 


A Prayer Meeting Wrecked by a Sociable 


BY REV. ROBINSON ASHBY 


OMETIME ago I was told by a friend 

that the mid-week prayer meeting of his 

church, on a certain occasion, was at- 
tended by only two persons besides the pas- 
tor. He declared that the direct reason was 
a sociable the evening previous, when the 
church was crowded. 

This is what I mean by a prayer meeting 
being wrecked by a sociable—at least so far 
as members are concerned. And it seems 
to prove that very many persons, at least 
of the church in question, preferred the so- 
cial to the prayer meeting. Is not such a 
state of affairs a reproach to a church? And 
does it not largely determine their spirit- 
ual standing? 


Not very long ago, while attending a 
prayer meeting outside of my own church, 
the leader of the meeting mournfully la- 
mented the absence of so many members. I 
know it to be a fact, from reliable testimony, 
that when a sociable is held that church is 
filled. I was informed that some of their so- 
ciables are scenes of considerable boisterous- 
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THE great world’s heart is aching, aching 
fiercely in the night, 

And God alone can heal it, and God alone 
give light; 

And the men to bear that message and to 
speak the living word, 

Are you and I, my brothers, and the millions 
that have heard. 
Can we close our eyes to duty? 
fold our hands at ease 
While the gates of night stand open to the 
pathway of the seas? 

Can we shut up our compassions? 
leave our prayer unsaid 

Till the lands which sin has blasted have 
been quickened from the dead? 

We grovel among trifles, and our spirits fret 
and toss 

While above us burns the vision of the Christ 
upon the cross; 

And the blood of Christ is streaming from 
his broken hands and side, 

And the lips of Christ are saying, “Tell 
my brothers I have died.” 

O voice of God, we hear thee above the 
shocks of time, 

Thine echoes roll around us, and the message 
is sublime; 

No power of man shall thwart us; no strong- 
hold shall dismay. 

When God commands obedience, and love 
has led the way. 

—Frederick George Scott, in 
The Church Advocate. 
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Can we 
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ness and other things out of harmony with 
the sacredness of God’s house. How great- 
ly some persons seem to mistake the true 
object of the church! They sometimes act 
as though its chief function is to furnish 
feasting and fun. 
A few years ago while at a Sunday morn- 
ing service in a certain church, I obtained 
the weekly bulletin. In this the pastor, an 
exceptionally godly man, told why he did not 
attend a sociable at the home of one of his 
members. Among other things he said, “For 
conscientious reasons I am precluded from 
participating in gatherings the motives of 
which are a worldly good time and the min- 
istry to self. I am much pained that by the 
sociable our Japan mission suffered by the 
absence of some persons who preferred the 
sociable to the service of Christ at said mis- 
sion.” The pastor continued: “I am not 
against sociables where the program is en- 
tirely sacred, where the Lord is truly hon- 
ored and nothing done derogatory to spirit- 
ual life.” Such a sociable would demonstrate 
that we did not need to go outside of Christ 
for our enjoyments. How I would like to 
see our members, as in the case with some, 
thirsting for the prayer meeting, devoted to 
Bible study, and stepping into the places of 
need in the Lord’s service. 


Carnal sociables, and such are many of 
them, are often not only wreckers of prayer 
meeting, as to hindering attendance, but are 
also despoilers of spiritual life generally. 
They are promoted by the worldly element 
of the church, and are not for the real glory 
of God. Such sociables violate the Scrip- 
tural principle of giving of one’s means for 
the cause of God. Instead of giving freely, 
and for the actual love of giving, money is 
paid for an equivalent in the form of some- 
thing to eat or drink, etc. And how little 
conversation there is concerning “things per- 
taining to the Kingdom of God”! 


Whoever heard of revival fires being kin- 
dled at the average sociable? Rather look 
for a revival breaking out in a truly spir- 
itual prayer meeting. That church is to be 
pitied which cannot be held together ex- 
cept by physical enjoyments and light, 
worldly entertainments. 

If any of my readers think I am too se- 
vere in my statements on the church soci- 
ables of the day, I answer that some persons 

(Continued on page fourteen) 
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And Jehovah said unto Moses in Midian, 

Go, and return into Egypt.—Exodus 4: 19. 
o 

Looking back into human history, one is 
awed at times to see how nearly the whole 
moral gain of the race has come to being ut- 
terly lost. In a few instances, it seems, to- 
tal moral wreck is averted but by a single 
character. 

The crisis that Moses facea fairly well 
represents many other critical periods 
marked by such a danger. The low ebb of 
the finer life of the Hebrews then can hard- 
ly be overdrawn. Years in slavery, with no 
evident religious opportunity, had made 
them an almost spiritless race. They may 
have all but forgotten the name of God. 
Note what Moses asked God—“When I come 
unto the children of Israel, and shall say 
unto them, The God of your fathers hath 
sent me unto you; and they shall say unto 
me, What is his name? What shall I say 
unto them?” (Exod. 3:18). 

In all probability these burdened sup- 
pressed people had forgotten other expres- 
sions of their native faith also. It is not 
likely that they practiced any of the earlier 
forms of worship. Not until Moses had led 
them from Egypt and given them law are 
we sure that they observed a Sabbath. If 
they had earlier feasts, these, too, were like- 
lydenied them. At least it is observed that 
Moses did not ask Pharaoh at first to free 
the Hebrews but to grant them three days 
to go into the desert where they could sacri- 
fee unto Jehovah. The request was not 
only denied but additional burdens were im- 
posed. 

Where is all that high spiritual quality 
the race had inherited from Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob? Lost! And—one almost trem- 
bles to think of it—it might have remained 
lost had it not been for Moses! 

o 
































Though world on world in myriad myriads 
roll 
Round us, each with different powers, 
And other forms of life than ours, 
What know we greater than the soul? 
On God and Godlike men we build our trust. 
—Tennyson. 
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Elijah dares to meet a situation where the 
whole northern kingdom seems headed for a 
degraded worship copied from the Phoeni- 
tians. His challenge to the prophets of Baal 
shows him determined to save the religious 
character of the race. Later Amos goes into 
the same country bitterly accusing the peo- 
ple that they have forgotten the sense of hu- 
man rights. Apparently the real meaning 
f a religion of thoughtfulness—the Ten 
Commandments certainly show us a religion 
of thoughtfulness—had been Jost. 

Many years later, a more serious emerg- 
icy arose. The northern kingdom was no 
more; and the southern kingdom finally was 
wercome, the temple destroyed, the priests 
nd other prominent people were made cap- 
ve and were colonized in Babylon. Such a 
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At Prayer Time 


crisis could well have wiped out all the 
ideals that the early prophets had preserved ; 
in fact this would have happened, had it not 
been for some one like an Ezekiel, or a refu- 
gee Jeremiah who had fled to Egypt. 
Greater examples still are found in a John 
the Baptist, a Jesus of Nazareth, and Paul. 


Things were in a bad state when John be- 


gan to preach. They were possibly even 
worse when he had been arrested, impris- 
oned, and then beheaded. Then came Jesus 
who opened even greater meanings of life 
to the world. Then, were we to read hu- 
manly, his tragic ending looked like a crush- 
ing of all hope for loftly spiritual life. But 
a little later, Paul comes as a devout apos- 
tle of Christ and carries the Christian mes- 
‘sage through Asia Minor, Greece, and 
Rome! 
o 


History, since those days, gives other pic- 
tures of moral rescue. We need not consider 
specific illustrations further, but we do well 
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In days long gone God spake unto our 
sires: 
“Courage! Launch out! 
build for me!” 
Then to the deep they set their ships, 
and sailed 
And came to land, and prayed that 
here might be 
A realm from pride and despotism free, 
A place of peace, the home of liberty. 


A new world 


Lo, in these days, to all good men and 
true 


God speaks again: “Launch out upon 
the deep 
And win for me a world of righteous- 
ness!” 


Can we, free men, at such an hour 
still sleep. 
0 God of Freedom, stir us in our night 
That we set forth, for justice, truth, 
and right. 
—Thomas Curtis Clark, 


in The Christian Century. 
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to pause in contemplation of meanings of 
these peculiar deliverances. 

Most of our readers will agree that here 
are indications of a divine hand in history. 
We gladly acknowledge the evidence; it does 
seem that some eternal purpose has been at 
work throughout the generations. 

But there are simpler lessons on which 
we may think more clearly. It is hearten- 
ing to observe that the important periods of 
moral restoration have been times of reli- 
gious reawakenings. Redemption, while not 
necessarily creedal or doctrinal or sectarian, 
is always spiritual. Conscience and judg- 
ment come into play. The common sancti- 
ties and decencies are recovered. Enthusi- 
asms are directed toward virtues and ideals. 
Prophets arise and the minds of men face 
issues in the light of justice. 

Thence we may say that after all the 
truer emotions and the finer instincts tend 
to survive. If they may be overlooked or 
forgotten for awhile, they are the resource 
to which men turn in crisis. The prodigal 
illustrates it well; when he actually came 
to himself he decided to go back to his fa- 
ther’s home where living would be normal. 
It is ours to keep high standards before 
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men and women. In substance, they will 
finally be accepted. “A pastor in a town of 
1,200 saw the saloon undermining the com- 
mon life. He preached against it. . . A 
community organization was formed to rally 
the public opinion of the town. The ques- 
tion came to the polls and liquor was voted 
out. Then a place was opened in an alley. 
Proof of liquor selling was secured and the 
offender prosecuted and the law enforced.” 
Now liquor is not legalized in our country. 
o 

There are hearts which never falter 

In the battle for the right; 
There are ranks that never alter 

Watching through the darkest night; 
And the agony of sharing 

In the fiercest of the strife 
Only gives a nobler daring 

Only makes a grander life. 


There are those who never weary 
Bearing suffering and wrong; 
Though the way is long and dreary 
It is vocal with their song, 
While their spirits in God’s furnace, 
Bending to his gracious will, 
Are fashioned in a purer mold 
By his loving, matchless skill. 
* 


There are those who battle slander, 
Envy, jealousy, and hate; 

Who would rather die than pander 
To the passions of earth’s great; 

No earthly power can ever crush them, 
They dread not the tyrant’s frown; 

Fear nor favor cannot hush them, 
Nothing bind their spirits down. 


These, these alone, are truly great; 
These are the conquerors of fate; 
These truly live, they never die; 
But, clothed with immortality, 
When they lay their armor down 
Shall enter and receive the crown. 


—Anon. 
om) 


Every life has its relative influence in les- 
sening, or steadying, or quickening the com- 
mon interest in good living. We then can 
ask some pertinent questions: 

What type of thought and feeling tends 
to rule in my life? 

What are my major interests, and how do 
they effect that whole spirit of living to- 
day? 

What present evils am I definitely trying 
to stop? 

Who are the present prophets, and how 
far are they influencing my moral concern? 

5 


We thank thee, O God, that many of thy 
redeeming messages have. come through the 
minds and hearts of living men and women. 
We are glad that thou hast placed in the 
human heart the sense of right and the de- 
sire for its realization in all phases of life. 
Strengthen thou our lives that we may help 
to save our times from any far drift into in- 
difference and wrong. Open our minds that 
we may heed the warnings and the invita- 
tions of thy prophets today. Help us not to 
offend thee by any indifference to evil; save 
us, too, from injuring the right by any rash- 
ness on its behalf; but keep us trustingly 
serving thee in thy growing salvation of the 
human soul. Amen. 


ERNEST D. GILBERT. 
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The General Convention 
and 


Stewardship and Promotion 


Warren H. Denison, Secretary 





Golden Rule Sunday 
Near East Relief Offering 

HE General Convention of the Christian 

Church asks all churches, Sunday-schools, 
and Christian Endeavor societies to observe 
Golden Rule Sunday, December 4, and to 
make as generous offerings as possible. All 
offerings are to be sent to Warren H Deni- 
son, C. P. A. Bldg., Dayton, Ohio. Rev. G. 
O. Lankford, D. D., Burlington, N. C., is the 
chairman of our Committee on International 
Relief. 

Remitting Funds 

T its meeting last week the Board of 

Finance decided that it would be better 
for all denominational benevolences to be re- 
mitted by conference treasurers and local 
church organizations as follows: All Budget 
funds, General Convention, Federal Council, 
Forward Movement, Near East Relief, Bur- 
nett Beneficiary funds be sent to Warren H. 
Denison, Secretary, C. P. A. Bldg., Dayton, 
Ohio. 

It also decided that all Foreign Mission, 
Home. Mission, Evangelism, and Christian 
Education offerings and special offerings 
should be sent direct to the department for 
which they are intended, C. P. A. Bldg., 
Dayton, Ohio. 

This will save rehandling and time in 
many cases. It is desired that all conference 
treasurers remit on the 25th of each month 
to the respective treasuries of the denomina- 
tion. 

New Officials 

HREE vacancies occurred on the Board 

of Evangelism and Life Service by the 
resignations of Rev. Alfred W. Hurst, Rev. 
Willoe J. Hall, and Rev. P. V. Harris. They 
were filled respectively by the election of 
Rev. J. H. Lightbourne, D. D., Troy, Ohio; 
Rev. W. H. Hainer, D. D., Irvington, New 
Jersey; and Mr. Netum Rathbun, Dayton, 
Ohio. Dr. Lightbourne was elected presi- 
dent of the board and Mr. Rathbun, secre- 
tary-treasurer. 

Dr. J. F. Burnett resigned from the Com- 
mission on Christian Unity and the Conven- 
tion Secretary, Warren H. Denison, was 
elected to fill the vacancy. 

Mr. J. K. Johnson resigned from the 
Standing Committee on National Council of 
the Y. M. C. A. General Counseling Commit- 
tee, and Rev. P. S. Sailer, Brooklyn, New 
York, was elected in his stead. 

The General Board elected Rev. W. P. 
Minton, D. D., Rev. D. B. Atkinson, D. D., 
and Rev. A. B. Kendall, D. D., as repre- 
sentatives to the World Alliance for Inter- 
national Friendship meeting in St. Louis in 
November, 1927. 

On request of the Ohio Council of Church- 
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es, the board named three Ohio representa- 
tives to serve in that body: Rev. F. H. 
Peters, D. D., Defiance, Ohio; Mr. Obed 
May, Columbus, Ohio; Mrs. I. K. Wismer, 
Troy, Ohio. 


Strike While the Iron is Hot 
HIS is not only the stewardship period of 
emphasis in the Christian Church, but 
of several other denominations. Every pas- 
tor may wisely avail himself of the special 
atmosphere to preach a strong series of ser- 


mons on this, one of the most neglected 
themes of the Bible. 
December 11 


HIS is the day set by the General Conven- 

tion as the culminating day of the stew- 
ardship period with a great occasion of en- 
listing and enrolling tithers. Will you not 
make this a great day in your congregation? 
There must be the actual practice of stew- 
ardship as well as to know about it. Tithing 
is the first step. The tithe is holy unto the 
Lord. It is where one starts. 


HE Metropolitan Convention at Everett, 
Pennsylvania, meeting right at the thres- 
hold of the stewardship period of our church 
year, will no doubt place special stress upon 
this spiritual message. This convention can 


strike such an emphasis on this theme that 
its churches may get a new vision and spirit 
and go forward to larger things. 





Foreign Missions 
Wilson P. Minton, Secretary 





Miss VICTORIA ADAMS, who went to 
Porto Rico in September for her first 
term of missionary service for the Christian 
Church, writes enthusiastically of her ex- 
periences with our friends in that field. 
While she has been having difficulty becom- 
ing acclimated, yet she has done considerable 
calling among the people, is working up an 
English Bible Class, and is making com- 
mendable progress with the language. 


Miss Martha R. Stacy, Ishinomaki, Japan, 
sends us a fine account of the work of our 
Bible Woman, Miss Shun Takanashi, who is 
living with her and who is rendering a fine 
service among her own people in that far 
northern city. Miss Takanashi is supported 
by the Christian Endeavor societies of the 
New Jersey Christian Conference, and these 
young people may well be proud of their in- 
vestment in overseas service. 


Dr. A. D. Woodworth continues his visi- 
tation among the churches. He and Mrs. 
Woodworth have decided to sail from Seat- 
tle December 28 which is somewhat earlier 
than we at first expected. This will mean 
that he will not be able to reach all the 
churches desiring his services. Because of 


the shortness of time, we are asking him 
from now on to make his own arrangements 
with churches and we are sure he will reach 
as many as he can without overdoing. 
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Everywhere he has gone he has increase 
the circle of friends and left lasting impres. 
sions for good about our foreign mission 
work. That was a beautiful thing which the 
friends at the Central Christian Convention 
did in presenting him with a fine Gladstone 
bag fully equipped. Such expressions of 
good will help tremendously in the lives of 
those who go out to the front as our repre. 
sentatives. 


In keeping with our constant endeavor to 
give our people the actual facts about our 
foreign mission work, we feel it our duty 
to say that at the time of the annual board 
meeting last month our foreign mission def- 
cit was over ten thousand dollars. Since 
then we have been compelled to make an- 
other large loan and unless funds begin to 
come in at once, we shall be compelled to 
secure another loan within a month. It is 


extremely doubtful if we can secure further 
loans from present sources and we are fac- 
ing in both the Home and Foreign Mission 
Departments a real financial crisis again. 





Home Missions 
and 


Church Extension 


A. W. Sparks, Secretary 





HE recent meeting of the Home Mission 
Board planned our program for the year 

with emphasis placed especially on our need 
for church extension and the paying off of 
our deficit. 

During this year we will support the fol- 
lowing churches where we are helping them 
to do a far larger service: Lynn, Massacnv- 
setts; Muncie, Indiana; Toronto, Ontario; 
Everett, Black Valley, and Clearville, Penn- 
sylvania; Bangor, Maine; Albany, Missouri; 
Defiance, Walnut Hills, and Crown Point, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

In Church Extension we are supporting 
four new churches: Hyde Park and Vander- 
veer Park, Brooklyn, New York; Second 
Church, Irvington, N. J.; and First Church 
(Dayton View) Dayton, Ohio. New build- 
ings should be built this year at Dayton 
View, Columbus, Brooklyn, and Ferguson, 
Iowa. 

In our field work the Western Christian 
Convention has been added to the fields al- 
ready served. Rev. Jesse M. Kauffman is 
giving his full time to this work and much 
good work has already been accomplished. 
This is a large territory and the churches 
are scattered and need this type of work to 
keep them in touch with each other and the 
general programs of the church. This work 
can be greatly strengthened and, with the 
opportunity we have for substantial grow! 
in that field, in the next few years it should 
bring good results. 

Work in all fields was reported to be pr™ 
gressing. A budget of $55,273.67 was adopt; 
ed for the needs of this year’s work. Also 4 
special fund of $100,000 for Church Extet 
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sion is asked this year. This is a part of the 
amount of $500,000 which the General Con- 
vention at Urbana asked this department to 
raise before 1930. The need is very appar- 
ent for both these funds and our work will 
suffer if we do not succeed in getting them. 

The year is starting off with our work 
needing to be cared for regularly and finan- 
ces very low. Every church which has not 
yet sent in its offerings should do so that the 
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work may be carried on to the best advan- 
tage. Our corps of workers is as fine as we 
have ever had and these workers are giving 
devoted service in their fields. They are 
doing their best. May we not fail them. 

We have cut our budget to the hurting 
point and are doing our best to bring it 
within our income. With the loyal support 
of our churches and friends we should be 
able to have a splendid year of service. 


Micah Champions the Oppressed 


THE UNIFORM LESSON FOR SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 1927 
Micah 2:1-3; 6:1-13 


BY REV. W. P. FLETCHER, D. D. 
Adult Division Secretary of the Department of Christian Education 


Golden Text—He hath showed thee, O 
man, what is good; and what doth the Lora 
require of thee, but to do justly, and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God.— 
Micah 6: 8. 





HOME DAILY READINGS 
Monday, November 14—Woe to the Op- 
pressor. Micah 2:1-5. 
Tuesday, November 15—False Rulers 
and Prophets. Micah 3: 1-12. 
Wednesday, November § 16—Injustice 
Rebuked. Micah 6: 1-8. 
Thursday, November 17—Moral Corrup- 
tion of Israel. Micah 7: 1-6. 
Friday, November 18—The Year of Ju- 
bilee. Deut, 15: 12-18. 
Saturday, November 19—The Mission of 
the Master. Luke 4: 16-21. 
Sunday, November 20—The Acceptable 
Life. James 1: 21-24, 











Micah 


MOS and Hosea were both preaching to 

the northern kingdom. Now we turn and 
for the rest of the quarter study from Micah 
and Isaiah who preached to the southern 
peoples. In time Micah was preaching to 
the people of Judah just as Hosea was fin- 
ishing his plea to Israel. In the sixth chap- 
ter, from which the most of our lesson is 
taken, you will get the meaning more clearly, 
if you notice that it is in dialogue form. In- 
deed, it is almost dramatic. 


Devising Evil Upon Beds 


Our lives are weakened or strengthened 
according to the dreams of our waking 
hours. Our dreams while asleep do not 
amount to much except as an index, but our 
dreams as we lie awake or move about alone 
have a way of coming true. In this case 
the things they devised upon their beds they 
put into effect the next morning. Stop 
thinking evil, if you do not want to do it. 
Young men and women have fallen because 
they daydreamed about things of evil. 


Covet Fields and Seize Them 


The Bible has always stood up for the 
poor. If labor unions knew more about the 
teaching of the Bible and the spirit of the 
Carpenter of Galilee, they would not be so 
anti-Christian. Micah is making the same 





charge against Judah that Amos did against 
Israel, and thus Judah is being destroyed 
by the same forces. It will be a happy day 
for the nations when people can get rich 
without making others poor, or robbing them 
of their rights, and surely that is possible. 
A very wealthy man has just at this writing 
been elected to head one of the great parties 
of Canada. He acknowledges that he is rich, 
but he says he got it by hard work and hon- 
est dealing, and that all that he has is dedi- 
cated to his country as he seeks like his Mas- 
ter to be “servant of all’. 
Testify Against Me 

Why are people mean with God anyway? 
What has he ever done to deserve to be 
sinned against or even to be neglected? He 
has given us a beautiful world, stored coal 
and minerals for us in the earth, crushed 
the rocks into soil for us, filled the sea with 
fishes, painted a pansy, and made fragrant 
arose. Yes, there is pain, but if there can- 
not be pain there cannot be pleasure. If you 
are drifting away from God or sinning 
against him, sit down and write out the 
things that he has done to you that would 
lead you thus to go against him. 
Thousands of Rams 

Once again this preacher is saying to Ju- 
dah what was said to Israel. What a mock- 
ery to bring your sacrifices, if your heart is 


Blessings We 
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not in your gift, or your life lived in accord- 
ance with it. Some folk glory that they 
worship in the church of apostolic succes- 
sion, and live like devils. Some glory, too, 
in their creed, but what good is your creed, 
if your deed is not beautiful? It does make 
a difference what we believe, for belief af- 
fects life, but the unconventional life of 
Jesus is infinitely richer than the ritualistic, 
creedal, conventional life of the Pharisee. 
Thousands of rams are not going to help 
you, if you are oppressors of the poor and 
robbers of God. 


What Doth God Require? 


How important that question is, and it has 
been asked in all the centuries. Let us not 
pussyfoot the matter. There are things 
that God does require, and there are things 
that we do have to do to be saved. It costs 
to follow God. Micah tells us, and I am 
sure that he has a real message. He tells us 
that we are to “do justly’. Well, that means 
live straight and fair with our fellows, or to 
love our neighbor as ourselves. That is fine, 
but it is pretty cold yet; but we are also “to 
love kindness”. The man of God is not only 
to be right and to do his duty, but he is to 
be pleasant and kind and do more than his 
duty. He is to go the second mile. Then 
he is not to be holier than thou, but humbly 
walk with God. Is that not just what Jesus 
was teaching in the foot-washing incident? 
That looks like mighty good religion to me; 
and in teaching it, Micah reached far over 
toward Jesus and New Testament teaching. 


Shall I Be Pure With Wicked Balances? 


Here it is made concrete again. The the- 
ory is fine, but it needs to be wrought out 
in life. We are to “work out our own sal- 
vation”. A salvation that is only an emo- 
tion is asham. It just must be expressed in 
our everyday lives. Think again about 
wicked balances, or short yards, or best po- 
tatoes on top of the bag, or peaches on top 
of the basket, or saintly in the prayer meet- 
ing and ugly at home and mean as a neigh- 
bor, or doing a poor day’s work, or giving 
a poor wage, or coming with a poorly pre- 
pared lesson, or a half-baked sermon. Well, 
can a fellow be pure and crooked? 


Often Forget 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR NOVEMBER 20, 1927 
Ps. 103:1-18 


BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 


Trustee of the United Society of Christian Endeavor Representing the 
Christian Church 


Program Pointers 


Assign the following topics one week in advance: 
What David found to be thankful for as revealed in 
the one hundred third psalm. Some things in the 
United States for which to be thankful. What is 
there in Christian Endeavor for which I am thankful? 
Why should I be thankful for the truly great men and 
women of the world? What have we in our homes 
for which to be thankful? 

For Debate: Resolved, That Thanksgiving Day as 
observed in the United States at the present time is 
more harmful than helpful. ; 

Suggested Hymns: We praise thee, O God; Praise 
him, praise him; Give thanks to God most high; 
Thanks be to him who built the hills: For the beauty 
of the earth; My God, I thank thee; For all the bless- 
ings of the year. 





Decorations: Have the room decorated with autumn 
leaves, corn on the stalk and husked ears, apples. 
grapes, pumpkins, anything in the fruit line either 
fresh or in cans. The members can furnish these 
and then after the meeting have them taken either to 
some institution where they could be used, or distrib- 
ute them to some of the poor in your own community. 


Topic Thoughts 
ERSE 1. “Bless the Lord, O my soul.” 
Thank God that we have a God who is 
the true and the living God, and that this 
God is our Heavenly Father from whose love 
flow all the blessings mankind enjoys. In 
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thanking God for blessings we are apt to 
forget to thank God, for God. 


V. 2. “Forget not all his benefits.” We 
are so apt to remember only his special ben- 
efits, his unusual benefits, and forget those 
that come to us every day and hour; without 
which we would be absolutely miserable, it 
we did not perish at once. 

V. 3. “Who forgiveth all thy diseases.” 
No more wonderful gift has ever been be- 
stowed by the all-loving Father than the gift 
of the forgiveness of sins. This would be 
a terrible world if there were no forgive- 
ness for our sins in this world or the next. 
Joy, peace, ease of conscience come with for- 


giveness. “Who healeth all thy diseases.” 
Spiritual? Yes. Physical? Yes. Mental? 
Yes. Any honest physician will tell you 


that he cannot heal diseases. He can give 
medicines that will stimulate weak nature 
to throw off disease; but, if nature does not 
respond, all the medicine in the world cannot 
cure. Back of nature is nature’s God. The 
laws of nature are his laws. Hundreds of 
the inmates of our asylums for the insane 
would come forth healed, if they could only 
be led to put their trust in God. 

Sin is a disease and Christ is the Great 
Physician for the healing of this terrible 
malady which has laid its deadly touch upon 
all mankind. How thankful we should be to 
God for his gracious provision of a specific 
for sin. 

V. 4. “Who redeemeth thy life from de- 
struction.” Every life has the seeds of de- 
struction in it. Destruction has its strangle- 
hold upon the life; but God, through the 
blood of Christ, has broken the stranglehold 
and brought back the life of every man, and 
we may all go free if we put our trust in 
that shed blood. Read 1 Peter 1: 18, 19. 

“Who crowneth thee with lovingkindness 
and tender mercies.” The Christian is a 
crowned man; his life is a crowned life. A 
Christian is a king among men. Thank God 
for kingship. Our crown is made up of the 
brilliant jewels of lovingkindness—what a 
combination! Kindness is wonderful, but 
lovingkindness is more wonderful—and ten- 
der mercies. Not “mercy” singular; but 
“mercies” plural. Fill in that plural, if you 
can, with the mercies you receive and enjoy, 
and I am sure that the attempt to enumer- 
ate them will fill your heart with thanksgiv- 


ing. 
V. 5. “Who satisfieth thy mouth with 
good things.” Everywhere in every imag- 


inable way men are seeking for satisfaction. 
The soul can never be satisfied anywhere 
else except in God. The fish can never 
be satisfied anywhere else except in the 
water. It was made to live in the 
water. The bird can never be satis- 
fied anywhere else but in the air. It 
was created for living in the air. The soul 
can never be satisfied anywhere else except 
in God, for it was created for God and to 
live in God. Thank God we are made for 
God. 

There may be the thought of material 
blessings in this verse. “Satisfieth thy 
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mouth.” 


of his love. 


A Hymn to Be Read 


Great God, let all my tuneful powers 
Awake and sing thy mighty name: 
Thy hand revolves my circling hours— 
Thy hand, from whence my being came. 


Seasons and moons, still rolling round 
In beauteous order, speak thy praise ; 
And years, with smiling mercy crowned : 
To thee successive honors raise. 


My life, my health, my friends I owe, 
All to thy vast, unbounded love; 


God is the provider of every ma- 
terial blessing in this world. We ought to 
thank him every day for the material gifts 





Ten thousand precious gifts below, 
And hope of nobler joys above. 


Thus will I sing till nature cease, 
Till sense and language are no more; 
And, after death, thy boundless grace 
Through everlasting years adore. 
—Ottiwell Heginbotham. 


For Discussion 


Why I am thankful for a healthy body. 
Why I am thankful for a healthy mind. 
Why I am thankful for the sunshine. 
Why I am thankful for my church. 
Why I am thankful for the Bible. 


ful 


What are your reasons for thinking as you do? 
What is my greatest blessing? Why? 


While the Children Work 
A Story 


BY SUSIE POTTER HESSE 


and quietly. Marion Keith, alone on 

the back seat, was thoroughly comfort- 
able. She liked to ride with her husband as 
chauffeur. To creep onward and breathe in 
the beauty and glory of the world about 
them was the delight of both. They had 
been doing it now for a week. Each day 
found them more satisfied with themselves 
and with life in general. This was a va- 
cation trip through the South and Middle 
West. Robert Keith had turned his big de- 
partment store over to trusted managers and 
was forgetting all business cares. 

It was good to feel they could afford this 
holiday. The Keith firm had prospered for 
many years. Skillful buying of bargain 
merchandise, attractive special sales, and al- 
luring advertising had brought large patron- 


Ts new Buick slipped along smoothly 


age. There was nothing to worry about. 
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SEED CORN INTO GRAIN 
are too stupid about death. 


WE 
not learn 
How it is wages paid to those who earn, 
How it is the gift for which on earth we 
yearn, 

To be set free from bondage to the flesh; 
How it is turning seed corn into grain, 
How it is winning heaven's eternal gain, 
How it means freedom evermore from pain, 

How it untangles every mortal mesh. 


We will 


We are so selfish about death. We count 
our grief 
Far more than we consider their relief 
When the great Reaper gathers in the sheaf, 
© more to know the season's constant 
change; 
And we forget that it means only life, 
Life with all joy, peace, rest, and glory rife, 
The victory won, and ended all the strife, 
And heaven no longer far away or strange. 
—wWilliam C. Doane, in 


Watchman-Examiner. 
RSMO AMAA 


The two looked smugly from their sheltering 
car upon a world that was all sunshine. 
They were on the edge of a large town. 
The clear air of the countryside was chang- 
ing to smoke and dust. Dinginess and dilap- 


, the beauty they could not see! 


idation began to characterize their surround- 
ings. Possibly there were spots, after all, 
from which the sun withheld its radiance. 
They passed a gloomy-looking railroad sta- 
tion. “Grafton,” the sign said. 

“Why, Robert,” Marion Keith exclaimed, 
leaning forward, “Grafton is where Arline 
Clifford used to live. You know—my old 
school friend. It’s years since she’s written 
me, but I loved her once. Maybe she’s still 
here. Could we try to locate her?” 


Obediently Mr. Keith slipped his car to 
the curbing before a pharmacy. A directory 
would tell them what they wanted to know. 
Before he had alighted, a piercing whistle 
from a large factory close at hand sent its 
deafening shriek through the air. Almost 
immediately the walks and _ streets were 
black with a surging crowd of workmen— 
workwomen, as well—many of them! In- 
voluntarily Marion drew back from view. 
It always hurt her to watch bent, weary- 
faced women—mothers undoubtedly—hurry 
back and forth between home and places of 
employment. No time to breathe quietly; 
no chance to look about; no heart to enjoy 
She knew 
that many of them were rushing to waiting 
tasks at home—that half the night they 
would toil at household duties. For what? 
Just to keep Mary and Susan and Johnnie 
alive. Little more. There was no time for 
more, and no strength. Marion Keith’s sym- 
pathies were always enlisted—but, what 
could she do about it? Like many another 
tender-hearted woman, she sank into the lap 
of her own luxurious life, sighed—and then 
forgot. 


Suddenly her attention was arrested by 
a mass of rushing children pouring from 
another factory exit. She had seen some- 
thing like it many times in her own New 
England State—but there was a difference 
here. 

“Robert, look,” she commanded. 
little folks! Do you see how small some of 
them are? It can’t be they work all day.” 

“Y’m afraid that’s just what they do,” re- 
plied her husband. 


“Those 
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What happens to the one who forgets to be thank- 


Is gratitude a common or an uncommon virtue’ 
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“When do they play? When do they go 
to school?” questioned Marion excitedly. 

“Probably their school days and playtime 
are both over—but they don’t mind as much 
as you May suppose, don’t worry,” and he 
jumped from the car to attend to his errand. 

Suddenly a truck, rounding a curve, drove 
straight for a group of boys crossing the 
street. Something was wrong with it or the 
operator. It did not reduce speed. Terri- 
fied shrieks—a mad dash on the part of the 
boys—-then helpless groans, and a little chap 
was tossed cruelly into the air and fell at 
Robert Keith’s feet. Instantly the boy was 
lifted by the man and placed in the out- 
stretched arms of his wife. 

“Oh, he looks like little Richard,” she 
moaned—little Richard, the son whom God 
had asked them to give back to him long 
years ago! 

“One of you who knows where he lives, 
jump in,” Mr. Keith commanded, his car 
already moving. “Somebody get the nearest 
doctor, quick.” 

Soon a mother, dumb with despair, re- 
ceived them into dismal, barren rooms. “I 
just let him go to work this morning for 
the first time,” sobbed Mrs. Walton, as she 
gave her injured child into the hands of the 
doctor who had come panting up the narrow 
staircase. 

“Why did you do it—such a little fellow?” 
questioned Mrs. Keith, without understand- 
ing. 

For a moment Mrs. Walton looked at the 
questioner open-mouthed, then her eyes 
swept the well-dressed woman and her hus- 
band contemptuously. “Why? Because we 
can’t help it,” and she gestured toward the 
neighbors who were crowding into the room. 
“What else can we do? But how should 
such as you know? Such as you?” and she 
turned away to obey orders from the doctor. 

“Her husband died two years gone, 
ma’am,” explained a woman who stood tim- 
idly watching. “There was a bit of insur- 
ance, but it’s used up. She had to put the 
kid to work—wa’n’t no other way.” 

“What will happen now?” asked Mrs. 
Keith. 

“The Lord knows,” replied the woman. 

“It’s the Lord’s judgment upon her, if 
you ask me,” declared a coarse-faced per- 
son, who stood with her hands on her hips, 
surveying the strangers curiously. “She lied 
about the boy’s age.” ° 

“Sh!” warned the first speaker. “There’s 
Plenty as does that, and plenty reason for 
it, too, as you’d know yourself, Miss Speed, 
if you had a parcel of brats to feed and 
cover.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Keith moved away from the 
women to learn the pronouncement of the 
physician before leaving. 

“Nothing serious, sir, I’m confident,” the 
doctor assured them. “A narrow escape, but 
a while in bed will make him as good as new. 
The little mother needs most. Her nerves 
are near their finish. I wish one of you 
women could stay with her tonight,” he add- 
ed, approachisg the group by the doorway. 

“If Mrs. Clifford could come, doctor,” ven- 


tured Mrs. Walton. “She’s handy and she’s 
quiet. I must be quiet,” and she tried feebly 
to silence the weeping children clinging to 
her skirts. 

“T will bring the woman you want in my 
car,” Mr. Keith offered. “Tell me where she 
lives.” 

“At 10 Rockway Street, and thank you, 
gir,” 

The two took their leave. Half-way down 
the stairs, loudly whispered words reached 
Marion Keith’s ears. 

“Them flowers on her hat are ’most ex- 
actly like what my girls make in the shop.” 

“Yeah, and them’s what Mrs. Walton and 
her girls do here to home, too.” 

“Bet yer she paid—” 

Marion Keith lost the remainder of the 
sentence, but she had heard enough. Those 
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TIME 


TIME does not fly; instead, he stands stock 
still, 
Though surges past a stream of earnest 
men. 
He holds an hourglass from which swift sands 
spill— 
Points to a dial, slightly frowning then. 


For few who crowd regard him as they 
should, 
Or note 
content, 
But snarl at him who centuries thus has stood 
Unmoved by throngs, each toward his life- 
goal bent. 


the clock-face with 


warning 


A few smile gayly, touched by love and hope, 
Deeming but jests the tasks they're set to 


oO. 

These tarry often by some flowered slope, 

Or lightly dance in hours when spring is 
new. 


But, for the most, the mortals in their haste 
Bear each some implement of daily toil— 
The sledge, the pen, an ax for drear lands 
waste, 
The plow, the hoe, to till the stubborn 
soil. 
Each day of countless years the broad line 
sweeps 
Past Time's prodded by 
Fate’s goad. 
Here, one group idly laughs, while that one 
eeps— 
But all mankind flares down this self-same 
road. 


—Ella A. Fanning, in The New York Times. 


fixed 


station, 
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flowers! She remembered the big sale in 
her husband’s store a few weeks previously. 
“Rare stock purchased at a sacrifice sale,” 
he had advertised. The department was 
overrun with eager buyers. Not the rab- 
ble, but women like herself! Keith’s goods 
were always reliable, and the town knew it. 

“A sacrifice sale’—whose sacrifice? No 
one had asked. No one had wondered. The 
words meant nothing more than a chance to 
buy something at a low figure. Now a star- 
tling thought came to the merchant’s wife. 
Did a “sacrifice sale’ mean the offering of 
young lives? Were home, health, happiness, 
education, involved in those awful words? 

Mrs. Keith stepped silently into her car. 
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The day’s sunshine was darkened. Life was 
far removed from being a holiday. They 
drove to Rockway Street. It was indeed a 
rocky way—rough, narrow, barren of every- 
thing but the undesirable. Marion bade her 
husband wait while she located the woman. 
Again she climbed steep stairs, differing 
from those in the tenement block just left 
only in one item—these were clean. 

She rapped at the door designated by a 
small boy who appeared on the first land- 
ing. There was instant response to her 
knock. A trim, sweet-faced woman greeted 
her. 

“Mrs Clifford?” 

Yes! Arline Clifford stood before her! Ma- 
rion Keith could scarcely believe the testi- 
mony of her own eyes. Arline—older, graver 
—-but still Arline! Marion waited for recog- 
nition, but it did not come. Had she her- 
self so changed? She was in semi-darkness, 
Arline in the bright light. That was it. 

Arline here! Arline, the little aristocrat 
of that high school class! Marion made 
known her errand, explaining the accident 
and her own presence. Mrs. Clifford would 
be ready in ten minutes. Would the lady 
wait? 

Marion Keith stepped inside and took a 
proffered chair, while Mrs. Clifford disap- 
peared into an adjoining room. The caller 
looked about her. Extreme poverty seemed 
written upon everything. But cleanliness, 
even something of cheer and brightness, was 
there, too. A gaily blossoming plant smiled 
against the cheap sash curtain at one win- 
dow. A Scripture calendar spoke hopefully 
from faded wall-paper. A tiny kitten purred 
happily beneath a shining stove. A_ doll 
waited patiently upon a stool, and a shelf 
of children’s books told their own story. 

A garment thrown over a chair near an 
open sewing-machine arrested the visitor’s 
attention. She looked at it critically, then 
caught her breath. It was a woman’s coat, 
so very like the one she was wearing that 
she shuddered. Another “sacrifice sale’? 
A “job lot” her husband had called it, 
“bought at a low figure and going at a bar- 
gain.” They had gone in record time, and 
mostly to women able to eschew “bargains.” 

Should she make herself known to Arline? 
Not with that coat on, she decided. So when 
Mrs. Clifford appeared they went silently 
out together and in a few moments parted 
at the home of Mrs. Walton. 


The Keiths spent the night at a hotel in 
town, that Marion might call upon Arline 
the following day. “Meanwhile you might 
visit that factory, Robert, and see the chil- 
dren at their work,” Mrs. Keith suggested. 
Ever since the words she had overheard 
about the flowers on her hat, a question had 
persisted in haunting her. Could it be that 
the “fortunate buys” Robert had made a 
practice of locating came from the blood of 
women and little children? 

She found Mrs. Clifford the next after- 
noon. “Please tell me your story, dear,” she 
begged after they had chatted for a time. 

“I believe it will save my life, Marion, to 
talk with you. Sometimes it seems as if I 
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must go mad—but I can’t. I mustn’t! I’ve 
four children!” 

“Tell me all, Arline, if you can. 
to know.” 

“It’s a long time since I looked at life from 
your point of view,” Mrs. Clifford began, 
“and I’ve most forgotten, but I fancy you 
take it for granted that people who are ex- 
tremely poor are in some way to blame for 
it; that somewhere shiftlessness, or bad 
judgment, or worse, came in to determine 
the outcome. Listen and you shall see for 
yourself. I was practically alone in the 
world, as you know. So was Philip. For 
some years after our marviage all was well. 
He had a good position. Our babies came. 
We started to buy a little home. Of course 
there were problems, but we were happy and 
were getting ahead. Then, ten years ago 
came the first stroke. They’ve been falling 
fast and heavy ever since. The firm for 
which Philip worked consolidated with oth- 
ers. They discharged a number of their 
men. He was one. I can’t cover the suc- 
ceeding years in detail. They were too 
awful. For a long time Philip didn’t find 
steady work. When he did, the pay was 
poor. We couldn’t keep up with our bills. 


I want 


There was sickness. We lost our house. We 
moved into poorer and poorer tenements. Did 
you ever consider, Marion, that one of the 
tragic things about poverty is that you can’t 
appear respectable?” 

“I’m afraid I’ve never given this side of 
life the thought I should have, Arline,” re- 


plied Mrs. Keith soberly. 

“We had to accept our fate,” Mrs. Clif- 
ford went on. “I determined that whatever 
there might be outside my walls, within them 
there should be the big things that stand 
for home. So my children have not missed 
everything as most of the little folks around 
here have. During these years my husband 
became discouraged. Finally he had an ill- 
ness of several months. I think the last 
straw was added when we had to take Teddy 
from school and allow him to go into a fac- 
tory. We had had such dreams and ambi- 
tions for our children! He was only thir- 
teen. It seemed an unforgivable crime, but 
it was that or starve. Do you know how 
many people are faced with just such a 
choice, Marion?” 

“No, I guess I know nothing that I ought 
to know,” Mrs. Keith replied sadly. 

“It was just after that—five years ago— 
that Philip’s mind failed him utterly, and 
one day when I had gone out to return some 
sewing I had been doing, he shot himself. 
Since that awful hour I seem to have walked 
as if detached from life—going on because 
there was no stopping—feeling like a ma- 
chine, dead, yet continuing mechanically 
with eating, dressing, working, talking, even 
smiling for the children’s sake. But for the 
kindness of neighbors, many times I think I 
should have fallen. Marion, never think 
that because things are bad on the outside 
in sections like this, there are no sterling 
characters. Oh, the tragic stories I could 
tell you of patient, faithful parents caught 
in the wheels of our awful industrial sys- 
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tem, despairing because their children will 
have no chance! Those same children will 
wake up some day, bitter at the fate that 
handicapped them from the beginning. If 
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Laymen Tell the Value 
of Stewardship 
Every Church Teaching It 


Prof. Lelan McReynolds, Defiance 
College, says: “Stewardship is the es- 
sence of Christianity. Only as we of 
the Christian Church grow in the 
knowledge and practice of being effi- 
cient stewards will our program for 
the Master prosper. To ‘sell’ the idea 
of stewardship in its various phases is 
to render a distinct service to any in- 
dividual or church.” 

Mrs. Anna B. Liggett, Danville, Illi- 
nois, says: “Knowledge develops in- 
terest; interest is the forerunner of 
activity, and action directed in right 
channels is service. The Christian has 
access to God’s storehouse; all is his 
and he is God’s. However, a wise fa- 
ther does not open his bank account to 
his son before the son is trained in the 
proper use of wealth. Neither will an 
all-wise Father place in the hands of 
his children the contents of his store- 
house until they know how to use 
them. The well-trained Christian is 
a multi-millionaire.” 

Mr. Roy Rensberger, Goshen, Indi- 
ana, says: “Every year new people 
are coming into our churches with but 
one aim, and that is ‘to do better’. 
Christian stewardship not only helps 
the new one to bevand do better but 
spurs the older members on ‘to do lar- 
ger and nobler things.” 

Mr. W. S. Sanford, Ashton, Illinois, 
says: “The church and pastor should 
make thorough stewardship cam- 
paigns. Stewardship is one of the fun- 
damental doctrines of the Bible and is 
also one of the least understood. It is 
not a question as to whether or not we 
are stewards but rather what kind of 
— we are, faithful or unfaith- 
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This Is How They Are Doing It 


Rev. Jos. W. Fix, Franklin, Virginia 
—“Please send twenty copies ‘The 
awLarger Stewardship’ for adult study 
class.” 

Rev. Dennis D. Bouman. Stanford- 
ville, New York—“At our _ business 
meeting last night we decided to use a 
Stewardship Study course for our mid- 
week service the coming two months.” 

Rev. W. H. Martin, Hilton, New 
York—“My order for stewardship 
book and literature has gone for our 
Stewardship Reading Contest from 
October 23-November 27.” 

Rev. Carrie Beaver, Advance, Indi- 
ana—“T desire literature for all three 
of my churches. I am now working 
upon my stewardship messages for 
November and December.” 


This Is Our Stewardship Period 























. y 
they become criminals or parasites, who’s 
to blame?” 

“I think I am for my share.” 
spoke deliberately. 





Marion 
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“My two older boys and one girl are fac. 
tory hands,” Arline continued her story, 
“I try to do something toward their educa. 
tion evenings, but, as you may imagine, we 
are all too tired to accomplish much. [’m 
still dreaming for the youngest boy. Albert 
is only ten and in school. I want to keep 
him there. It isn’t fair, of course, that one 
should have a chance and the others not— 
still, ’m dreaming.” 

When Marion Keith joined her husband 
at dinner, he looked as sober as she felt. “] 
had never before seen it at close range, my 
dear,” he confessed, after he had tried to 
picture for her what he had found in his 
tour of the factory. 

“I will be easy to help Arline to her feet, 
Money will do that, but how,” Marion ques- 
tioned desperately, “can the countless little 
slaves in our land be saved—they and others 
yet unborn?” 

“A battle-line of women, determined and 
unafraid, has won other conquests,” Mr. 
Keith suggested. 

“I can go back to my church and my 
woman’s club and talk with conviction,” 
Marion replied. 

“And you can tell us merchants where we 
shall not buy, I suppose,” he added tensely. 

“Yes, and the women where they shall not 
shop,” Marion finished. 

“And the lawmakers what they shall en- 
act,” added Mr. Keith.—Zion’s Herald. 


A Prayer Meeting Wrecked by a 
Sociable 


(Continued from page eight) 


are more severe. Take for instance this 
quotation: “The devil may now and then 
miss a prayer meeting, but he never stays 
away from church sociables.” “They are his 
delight for he knows they promote his king- 
dom rather than the Lord’s Kingdom.” Once 
more I quote and this from a secular paper: 
“Church sociables are often a device to make 
the goats pay the pastorate of the sheep.” 

Genuine, sanctified sociability can exist 
without the modern sociables with which 
many churches are afflicted. Occasional so- 
cial gatherings among Christians may be 
profitable. Opened with prayer and inter- 
spersed with good singing and other elevat- 
ing exercises, proper acquaintanceship may 
be promoted and the church suffer no spir- 
itual loss. But a true Christian neither de- 
sires nor requires the trivia] and un-scrip- 
tural things adopted by some churches—the 
average sociable no more than any other ob- 
jectionable affair. 

The prayer meeting is the Christian’s de 
light. Are you a prayer meeting wrecker 
in any degree? I trust not. 

Lewistown, Illinois. 

| oom 

Obedience to the law of color gives the 
artist skill; obedience to the law of elo- 
quence gives the orator his force; obedience 
to the law of iron gives the inventor his 
tool. Disobedience to the law of morals 
gives waste and want and wretchedness.— 
Hillis. 
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Pockets 


Pockets are so int’resting! 

Mine holds marbles, knives, and string, 
Suckers, balls, a gun that pops, 

Shiny pebbles, bottle tops, 

Whistles, nails, and say—it’s funny, 
Nearly everything but money! 


Daddy’s pockets—well, goodnight! 
Men folks have ’em left and right; 
Carry anything they please— 
Wallets, pens, and lots of keys. 
Once I found a pup asleep, 
Cuddled in dad’s pocket deep. 


Pockets are myster-i-ous! 

When my grandma visits us, 
Even if I never hint, 

She'll bring out a peppermint; 
Chestnuts, spool top, shiny dimes, 
Mittens that she made, sometimes. 


Girls are not like us, for they 
Don’t use pockets anyway; 
Carry bags . . . I tell you what— 
Seems to me they miss a lot! 
—Marjorie Dillon, in The Christian Regis- 
ter. 


Princess Patty and Her Crown 


RINCESS PATTY’S father was the rural 

king in the land where they lived, and 
Princess Patty was to be the queen when she 
grew up. She was a very beautiful child, 
but she thought because she was some day 
to be the queen that she should have every- 
thing she wished for, and it was the custom 
in that country to give the little princess 
everything that she expressed a wish for. 
When her father went away on a long jour- 
ney he did not change this custom. The only 
thing he provided for in this matter was 
that only on certain conditions was the little 
princess to be allowed to wear her beautiful 
crown. Of course she wanted to know what 
these conditions were, but no one would tell 
her, because her father had thought best 
that she should not know. In the meantime 
the beautiful little Princess Patty went right 
on wishing for lovely things and getting all 
of them, except, of course, the crown. At 
first she was very angry about the crown, 
but she soon saw that it did no good to be 
angry; so she gave up thinking about it any 
more than she could help. 

If she were driving along the road and 
saw beautiful flowers or lovely fruit in a 
garden, she asked for it, and no one ever 
denied her request. If she saw other chil- 
dren playing with something that she want- 
ed, she asked for it, and they gave it to her 
as if they were pleased for her to have it. 

Then one day, as she was driving along 
the highway, she saw Brownie and wanted 
him. Brownie was a dear little Shetland 
pony with his blue-eyed Mistress Jane rid- 
ing happily on his back, and the two of them 
looked so gay and joyful that the princess 
asked for Brownie at once, hoping that she 
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The Children 


would soon feel as gay as little Jane looked. 
When the Princess Patty asked for Brownie, 
Jane climbed bravely down from his com- 
fortable, shaggy back and, hugging him hard 
around the neck, she laid her cheek against 
his head and said good-by to him. He had 
been just the gayest little pony in the world, 
jumping up and down on all four feet at 
once and running and jumping as a big 
shaggy dog might have done. With little 
Jane he lived in a tiny stall in a small stable 
on the edge of the woods, where Jane’s fa- 
ther and mother had their home. At the 
king’s palace he had a wide stall in a great 
white stable, but he was very homesick to 
go back to his Mistress Jane, and, try as 
she would to make him play, the Princess 
Patty could not seem to make him happy 
again. He was very good, though, and 
would try patiently to do her bidding when 
she rode him out on the highway or through 
the woods. 

One day she rode him into the woods and 
they came very near to where little Jane 
lived. It was too much for Brownie, and, 
while the old knight who was riding with 
the little princess got down to remove a stone 
from the shoe of his own horse, Brownie 
bolted down the path and brought the little 
princess up to the little white gate where 
Jane was watering the roses in her moth- 
er’s flower garden. 

“What beautiful roses you have!” said the 
little princess. And Jane at once cut some 
of the most beautiful of them and gave them 
to her. 

“Why do they grow so beautiful here?” 
asked Princess Patty. 

“I think it is because we love them,” Jane 
replied. 

“Have you bought you another pony?” 
asked Princess Patty, seeing how very hap- 
py Brownie and little Jane were to be to- 
gether again. 

“Oh, no,” said Jane, looking down to keep 
the tears from showing, “my father did not 
buy Brownie. A man gave him to us when 
he was very small, and we nursed him back 
to health until he grew quite big and 
strong.” 

“Was it because you loved him?” asked 
Princess Patty. 

Jane*smiled. “It may have been,” she 
said slowly, “for I do—I did love him very 
much.” 

“I’m going to give you a new pony,” said 
Princess Patty, but she couldn’t help seeing 
how Jane’s eyes rested longingly on 
Brownie, while the idea of a new pony didn’t 
even bring a smile to her face. Then the 
princess did something very strange for her 
to do. She climbed down off of Brownie’s 
back and said to Jane: “Here, Jane, take 
Brownie back for your very own horse. You 
love him, and he loves you.” 

“Don’t you like him any more?” asked 
Jane in astonishment. 

“Oh, yes,” replied the princess; “but I 
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want to do right, and I think you should 
have him.” 

Then the old knight rode home to bring 
another pony for the princess, while she re- 
mained to play in the garden with Jane. 


“Why did you give the pony back to the 
little girl?” asked the old knight gravely as 
they rode to the palace together. 


“Because she loved him, and I wanted her 
to be happy. I should be ashamed to be al- 
ways thinking of myself first instead of 
trying to make others happy.” 


When they reached the palace they found 
that the king had returned, and that night 
he said the princess should wear her lovely 
crown. 


“Now that you can think of others,” he 
told her, “and deny yourself for their hap- 
piness, you have earned the right to wear 
your golden crown.”—Christian Advocate 
(Nashville). 


No Loose Ends 


OUISE was spending a week with her 

Greataunt Hilda, who weaves beautiful. 
rag rugs. “You work every minute, auntie,” 
she said. 

“Not quite that, but I’m doing something 
most of the time. I don’t like to leave any- 
thing at loose ends.” 


The words puzzled Louise a little, but 
watching the brisk old lady made them 
clear. Aunt Hilda had picked up the rug 
she just cut from the loom. At each end 
there was a fringe of warp about three 
inches long. Aunt Hilda made these ends 
even and began knotting the warp fringe in 
groups of six strands. When this was done 
she rolled the rug and laid it away. 


“Suppose you brush up the litter and then 
we'll go in the other room,” she said. 

Louise likes to sweep, but sometimes she 
does not remember to put her broom and 
dustpan away! This time she did, because 
she knew just how auntie herself would have 
done. “I didn’t have any loose ends,” she 
told herself proudly as she went to sit be- 
side Aunt Hilda, who had taken her mending 
basket now. That made Louise recall that 
she, too, had stockings to darn. 

“It’s good for me to visit Aunt Hilda,” 
she thought, for she is wise enough to see 
that she has a habit of leaving many things 
unfinished. What trouble both she and 
Brother Carl have because of the things 
they “leave at loose ends.” Much of their 
work and even their play has to be done 
over because of being left like that scarf the 
kitten raveled so easily. Aunt Hilda knows 
better than to make herself so much extra 
work. Everything she does counts, because 
it is finished right. 

Fretful hours, shame, and danger still 
come from leaving things unfinished. Girls 
and boys are wise to train themselves to bet- 
ter ways. The difference will show quickly 
and will also be a help to them their 
whole lives long.—Mary S. Stover, in The 
Lutheran. 
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Communications 


Fundamentals 


Readers of The Herald of October 27 will 
notice that there is a proposal to take up 
and reexamine the fundamentals of the 
Principles of the Christian Church. Unless 
we take these Principles second hand, each 
generation, when it arrives at intellectual 
maturity, which some of us never do, must 
work out its own salvation. : 

After about thirty years of preaching, 
there are some conclusions at which I have 
arrived, which I would like to give to my 
brethren, who also are striving as I am to 
reach the truth. 

The Bible is the great textbood of our 
Christian civilization. What is the Bible? 
Can it be understood by everybody if they 
will study it with sincerity and with a holy 
spirit? Let us not answer this question too 
quickly; for many people equally sincere 
and righteous understand the Bible differ- 
ently. Is this the fault of the student of 
Scripture? In 1 John 4:1-6, the writer, 
whose name is John, (there were many 
Johns in those days as today), discusses the 
heresy of those who denied that Jesus had 
come in the flesh. To understand this, we 
must understand the place and time in 
which the book was written. At this time 
there was a certain doctrine that Jesus 
Christ, because divine, could not have had 
a material body but only a body which 
seemed (dokein, Greek, to seem) to be real. 
This belief was due to the philosophy held 
that matter was inherently: evil, therefore 
Christ had come, but had not come in the 
flesh. 

Now, unless one is informed of the sur- 
roundings in the intellectual and religious 
world at that time, how can he arrive at a 
correct conclusion as to what the Bible 
teaches in I John 4:1-6? 

The word Anti-Christ has been used to 
justify so-called followers of the meek and 
lowly Jesus in putting to the torture the 
heretics, gouging out their eyes, cutting off 
their limbs, roasting them by a slow fire. It 
seemed to justify such a man of intellectual 
caliber as Calvin to instigate the burning 
of Servetus; and this founder of the great 

theological Calvanism could sneak back and 
hear the pitiful cries and moanings of his 
theological antagonist. The history of the 
Christian Church is stained with blood. We 
need to try to understand why this is. 
Gibbons somewhere calls to our attention 
that the pagans never persecuted as many 
and took the lives of as many Christians as 
the number of Protestants slaughtered by a 
single Roman Catholic Emperor. 


Take again the passage John 10:35: 
“And the scripture cannot be broken.” Does 
that refer to the Bible? If one is not a 
student, but simply a reader, he will think 
of the Bible as we have it today. He will 
not understand why this passage in the 
American Revision is put in parenthesis— 
because it was probably added by some 
scribe. In fact, he will put back into this 
the Protestant theory of the infallible Book, 
which was made a fighting shibboleth to 
withstand the Roman Catholic theory of an 
infallible Church. But what is the founda- 
tion in a Bible study of the Church or the 
sacred library which is of spiritual value, 
that either one is infallible? 

I believe it is the truth of God that will 
some day grind in pieces the present dog- 
mas of infallibility held by the Roman Cath- 
olic and the Protestant churches, that 
neither the Church nor the Book is infall- 
ible. That does not mean that we must do 
away with either the Church or the Book. 
God works with imperfect instruments, al- 





ways, so far as we can understand. The 
fallacy that if God is in any part of the 
Bible he must be in every verse, or if he is 
in the Church, he must be back of every 
church action, should not now be held by 
sincere and informed religious people. 

The tragedy of the present day comes 
partly from the fact that many ministers 
and teachers know these things, but fear to 
teach their people what they know. They 
fear it will unsettle them; and while they 
can take these truths and understand them, 
yet they feel the laity might wrest these 
doctrines to their own destruction. This is 
essentially the belief of the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy. However those who believe in 
democracy in religion need to see that the 
average man is educated, mentally and 
spiritually. 

CARLYLE SUMMERBELL. 
/ Boston, Mass. 


Individual Interpretation 


May I offer a few remarks on the theme 
of Dr. A. A. Wright’s article and on your 
editorial touching liberty of interpretation 
for the individual Christian 

For several years I was troubled with 
Dr. Wright’s dilemma; for it seemed to me 
that the only way we could have any ad- 
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GIVE ME A GENTLE HEART 


GIVE me a gentle heart that I may do 
Naught but the gentle thing my whole 
life through. 

Give me a heart as kind as hearts can be, 

That I may give before ‘tis asked of me. 


Give me a watchful heart that shall divine 

The need of those whose hearts are dear to 
mine. 

Give me a heart where joy and sorrow wait 

To know what joy or sorrow is at my gate. 


Give me a song, but not one to be known 

For loveliness, for loveliness alone. 

Give me a humble song whose sweetest strain 

Shall be for those whose hearts are mute in 
pain. 


Give me a prayer, but save me lest | kneel 
For that which ministers to my own weal. 
Let me forget the highest gift I crave; 
Let me forget the deepest need | have. 
Grant, Lord, that every thought of self may 


e 
Lost in the selfless light of Calvary. 
—Percy Thomas, in Christian World. 


MQGGG[ | WW. FE ymr_*_»;y»«»««undww*’*»?»?>’©iwr»°EF.| xQit|dMwD’1n_FT'" 


hesiveness in our religious life, or any un- 
derlying authority for the would-be éonvert 
to stand on, we must have it in a definite, 
positive declaration of doctrine as expressed 
in the Scripture. I saw the results among 
people who denied the place of authority to 
the Scriptures—that it had cut the nerve of 
evangelism and missions and other things 
when this had gone to its final conclusion. 
But as I looked about I saw the results of 
the other ideas, namely, that the Scriptures 
must be taken literally to mean what they 
say, and to teach doctrines which must be 
believed—and I beheld that some of these 
people were becoming unbrotherly, harsh in 
their judgments, dictatorial in their methods 
and teachings, and hence the Spirit of 
Christ seemed to be sacrificed for the mean- 
ing of the letter of the law or gospel. 

I tried to harmonize the two phases of 
thought and made up my mind that the only 
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solvent to unite them is the LOVE of Christ, 
which I take it is as orthodox at least as are 
theological conclusions and definitions. I re- 
call that on one occasion ten disciples heard 
two disciples talking rather big to each 
other, and the dear Master said: “Ye know 
that the princes of the Gentiles exercise 
dominion over them, and they that are great 
exercise authority upon them. But it shall 
not be so among you: but whosoever will be 
great among you, let him be your minister.” 
Matt. 20: 25, 26. 

Here is a plain prohibition against dis- 
ciples exercising dominion over other dis- 
ciples. But if any good brethren shall say, 
“We do not mean to exercise authority over 
people, but that the Bible shall exercise that 
authority”, I will have to reply that no law 
in statescraft or in religion ever did have 
any authority to prohibit or punish or dis- 
cipline anyone apart from some living per- 
sonal force. The Bible on my desk cannot 
make me or forbid me reading its pages and 
arriving at conclusions different from the 
findings of my brother. If liberty of Inter- 
pretation is to be denied it will needs be 
done by some living body of people or some 
living personal force who or which has been 
set apart, or thinks he has been, for the 
purpose of protecting the beliefs. When one 
person does this we call him a pope. What 
when a group does the same thing? Popish- 
ness is no less obnoxious when exercised by 
a group than when by one person. 

A conspicuous example of this has just 
occurred in Canada among the Baptists of 
Ontario and Quebec, where the Funda- 
mentalists under the zealous leadership of 
Dr. T. T. Shields, of the Jarvis St. Church, 
have formed a new convention of Baptists 
and thus have split the Baptist Church in 
two. But before this was done the old and 
regular convention had voted to expell the 
Jarvis St. Church and its delegates from 
the convention because of its “non-coopera- 
tion” with the policies of the convention. 
The older and original body had accumu- 
lated some more liberal and modern tend- 
encies to which Dr. Shields and his group 
took strong exceptions. 


The story is too long to tell here but let 
it be noted that Brotherly LOVE has been 
crucified among the Baptists, while quarrel- 
ing over the baptism by immersion, close 
communion, inerrancy of the Scriptures, 
etc. Yet Jesus prayed the Father “that 
they all may be one, that the world may 
know that thou hast sent me”. 


Dr. Shields’ side has laid down the law 
that Baptists should believe in harmony 
with the statements of doctrine as expressed 
in the trust deed of Baptist Churches in 
Canada. Some of these statements are: 
The existence of three equal persons in the 
Godhead; the inspiration of both Old Testa- 
ment and New Testament; the total de- 
pravity of man; election according to the 
foreknowledge of God; the divinity of 
Christ, the all-sufficiency of the atonement; 
the resurrection of the dead; justification by 
faith alone; the final judyment; punishment 
of the wicked; perseverance of the saints; 
immersion of believers in water in the name 
of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, the only 
baptism; the Lord’s supper a privilege pe- 
culiar to baptized believers; 2 church is a 
company of baptized believers meeting to- 
gether in one place on the first day of the 
week; etc. This will suffice. Please study 
this creed this new Baptist convention 
adopts as the standard for fellowshiping 
Baptist churches. 

I am wondering if any good brother will 
claim that Dr. Shields has scriptural 
authority for saying that Baptism by im- 
mersion in water is the only baptism? 
Quakers will dissent. I had a good Presby- 
terian minister tell me this summer, with 
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great emphasis, that sprinkling is the only 
true mode of baptism, and he gave scrip- 
tural references to prove it. 

I wonder if all good Christians can agree 
that man is totally depraved? 

I wonder deeply if our good brother will 
agree that communion is the privilege only 
of baptized (immersed) believers? Then 
why did not Jesus say: This is my body 
which is broken for you. This do, if ye 
have been immersed, in remembrance of me; 
for no one can remember me with saving 
effect unless he has been immersed.” 

Dr. Shields declared at the convention 
held to organize this new body that “no con- 
vention had authority over any local church, 
but each church is sovereign and is its own 
master and if it so please it may ordain 
ministers if there is no mother church to 
sit in council with it.” 

Now we see a strange situation. The 
leader of this new body declares for the 
liberty of each church to ordain its minis- 
ters, but it has no liberty to believe in other 
matters apart from the expressed declara- 
tion of faith! So here are the germs of 
another split in the future. The fact is 
that the new group has been openly attack- 
ing the leaders of the older group for what 
they, the Fundamentalists, call error. Evi- 
dently it is not an error to lose tempers, 
ostracize believers, split the body of Christ. 

Now I believe that many good folks have 
overlooked the difference between Intrepre- 
tation and Rejection. I believe that my 
Presbyterian brother has the right to inter- 
pret the Scriptures relative to baptism; so 
has the immersionist. But I can not believe 
that they have authority to reject it. There 
are thousands of passages wherein I may 
interpret them this way and another brother 
in another way; but to reject them would do 
damage. The human mind is incapable of 
uniform interpretation of any chapter in the 
Bible, it is capable of accepting them as 
valid, with the right to interpret. 

The oneness for which Jesus prayed, 
which he wanted to be the token of his 
authority, can never come as long as any 
one group of persons, however sincere or 
however scholarly, assumes to have or is 
delegated to have the final shaping of be- 
liefs and doctrines and the final say as to 
who shall be rejected because they chance 
to have come to some different shade of 
opinion or belief than the prescribed one. 
But I do hold that no one has a right to re- 
ject the Scriptures. When we reject, we 
then have no Scripture to interpret. Let us 
by all means not reject this: Love one 
another. Let brotherly love continue. He 
that loveth not his brother whom he hath 
seen, how can he love God whom he hath not 
seen? 

EDWARD C. HALL. 

Milford, New Jersey. 


Politics and Prohibition 


Permit me to congratulate The Herald 
upon the sentiment expressed regarding the 
failure of the Volstead Act, under the title, 
“Politics and Prohibition”. I am opposed 
to prohibition as a principle, although in 
practice an abstainer from intoxicants. 
However, the Eighteenth Amendment. has 
not had a fair chance, and can not have 
until an enforcement law is enacted which 
is within reason and officials elected who 
prewiead will enforce it without fear or 
avor. 


I do not agree with you regarding party 
politics, nor about influencing party leaders. 
Parties are needed to present issues. In this 
country the citizen is the sovereign. With 
the citizenry won to a cause, there is no 
difficulty in making it a success. Until 


backed by popular sentiment, no power is 
strong enough to enforce a law. 

One other point: you treat prohibition 
as a principle every Christian should sup- 
port. I deny any authority for such an 
idea. Intemperance is wrong, but in His 
example it is nowhere urged that prohibi- 
tion is its cure. 

M. T. WoopDRUFF. 

Dearborn, Michigan. 


Likes Brother Wright’s Article 


I take this opportunity of expressing my 
appreciation of Brother Wright’s article in 
The Herald of October 27. Also I read with 
interest the editor’s reply. Believing as I 
do in the Principles of the Christian Church, 
especially the one, “The Bible as our only 
rule of faith and practice,” I was very much 
impressed with the number of Bible refer- 
ences given by Brother Wright to back up 
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his argument and the absence of Scripture 
in the editor’s article. 
W. E. HELPHREY. 
Holmesville, Ohio. 


Appreciations 

I must at least write a few lines to say 
how much I appreciate your fine editorial in 
the issue of October 13 on preparing for 
Armistice Sunday and also the statement 
by President Coffin. 

SIDNEY L. GULICK. 
New York City. 


Perhaps it would be of some encourage- 
ment to you to know that your paper is ap- 
preciated and is a real help in time of need. 
The select poems especially have been a 
source of comfort, healing, and an inspira- 
tion to carry on for Christ. 

ERMA B. STANLEY. 

Warren, Indiana. 


From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND 
Rockingham Conference 

Kittery Point, Maine, November 3—Our 
Ladies’ Aid served its annual harvest supper 
in the Baptist vestry, Wednesday evening, 
October 26. A large company was present 
and all heartily enjoyed the bounteous feast 
and a social chat afterward; and the finan- 
cial part was very satisfactory to all inter- 
ested. — The sewing bee held an all-day ses- 
sion at the home of Mr. Arthur Seaward last 
Thursday. Five quilts were knotted and 
other work done. A good all round feast was 
served at noon by the hostess and the after- 
noon quickly passed in pleasant work and 
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OPPORTUNITY 
WITH doubt and dismay you are smitten, 


You think there’s no chance for you, 


son? 
Why, the best books haven't been written, 
The best race hasn't been run; 
The best score hasn't been made yet, 
The best song hasn't been sung; 
The best tune hasn't been played yet, 
Cheer up, for the world is young! 


No chance? Why the world is just eager 
For things that you ought to create; 
Its store of true wealth is still meager, 

Its needs are incessant and great; 
It yearns for more power and beauty, 
More laughter and love and romance; 
More loyalty, labor, and duty; 
No chance—why, there's 
chance! 


nothing but 


For the best verse hasn't been rhymied yet, 
The best house hasn't been planned; 
The highest peak hasn't been climbed yet, 
The mightiest rivers aren’t spanned. 
Don't worry and fret, faint-hearted, 
The chances have just been begun. 
For the best jobs haven't been started, 
The best work hasn’t been done. 
—Selected. 


S\\W”™’Ww~_;© WWW, rv—°”:nnnW ggg ANN 


lively conversation. Our sewing bee and 
Ladies’ Aid, though two separate auxiliaries, 
are composed of practically the same workers 
who are ever ready and willing to assist in 
all branches of church work and‘ their great 
help is deeply appreciated by the church 
officials. — On Saturday evening our pastor, 
Rev. Mark H. Turner, was united in marriage 
to Miss L. Maud Moulton at the home of her 
brother, Deacon Elroy S. Moulton, Rev. 


W. T. Coffin officiating. Miss Moulton has 
for a number of years taught school in our 
town and at the present time is principal of 
the Mitchell School and is a member of our 
church. The entire community unites in 
wishing them much happiness in their new 
relations. — Our church is getting to be a 
favorite hunting ground for Christian min- 
isters who are in need of real assistants and 
companions. They come to us from the tall 
pines of northern Maine, from the balmy 
southern cities, and from the rough and 
jagged rockbound hills of New Hampshire, 
and take our fair daughters to help them 
earry on their life work to the glory of God. 
And still the work goes on, this being the 
fourth minister to take a bride from our 
church within the last thirty years. — Sun- 
day was a real gilt-edge day at our church. 
In the morning Brother Turner had a very 
helpful sermon for us. The special music 
was said to be extra nice, and at the close of 
the sermon our pastor formally presented his 
bride to the audience, both bride and groom 
receiving the heartily manifested congratu- 
lations of all present. In the evening a special 
program was presented. The men’s choir led 
the singing. Mr. Albert Sprague and son, oft 
Kittery, very beautifully rendered a duet. 
Rev. C. H. Parsons, of York, Maine, offered 
prayer, and Mr. Sprague gave us a solo. 
The Knights of the K. K. K. had been invited 
to attend and about one hundred twenty-five 
attended in uniform, and it is said there were 
nearly as many more in the audience. As they 
marched in so proudly bearing our nationa! 
ensign, they made a very impressive sight, so 
many men in the full strength and vigor of 
manhood, their bronzed and tanned faces 
aglow with their zeal and determination loy- 
ally to defend the freedom given us by our 
forefathers and to uphold the teaching of the 
Holy Bible. They were accompanied by their 
Ladies’ Auxiliary who were equally attentive 
in their immaculate uniform. Mr. Turner 
gave us one of the best and most interesting 
sermons we have heard for a long while, 
speaking from the twelfth chapter of Reve- 
lation. In closing he thanked them for so 
graciously accepting his invitation, urged 
them to stand foursquare on their noble prin- 
ciples, ever to sustain and defend their God- 
given privileges, and to be sure regularly to 
attend some church. — On Monday evening 
our official board met at the parsonage, this 
being the first session of the new church 
year. The following officers were elected: 
President, Elroy S. Moulton; vice-president, 
Leon F. Coffin; secretary, Mrs. Edith Hons- 
berger. The reports of the financial secre- 
tary, church treasurer, and mission treasurer 
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were very pleasing. The benevolence budget 
for the year was made up and a substantia 
increase was recommended for the following: 
General Convention, Home Missions, Foreign 
Missions, Christian Education, Conference, 
Aged Ministers’ Home, and local benevolence. 
— Our regular Tuesday evening prayer meet- 
ing was held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
W. H. Emery and was largely attended and 
very interesting. At the close of the same 
a surprise birthday party was given Mrs. 
Hugh A. Boyer. A few more of the neighbors 
came in and a real jollification was enjoyed 
by all. Mrs. Boyer has been one of our best 
workers for a number of years and her 
labors in our behalf are appreciated and 
she was well remembered by her many 
friends. The remainder of the evening quick- 
ly passed in games and music. Refreshments 
were served and at a reasonable hour the 
merry party disbanded wishing Francelia 
many happy returns of the day. 

Amee. 


Rockingham Conference 

Newton, New Hampshire, October 31—The 
annual donation for the pastor, Rev. E. F. 
Allen, was held October 11, when he receivee 
a substantial sum of money besides food 
supplies of various kinds. — An all-day meet- 
ing of the ladies’ sewing society was held 
next day and committees appointed for the 
Christmas sale. The ladies have installed a 
new heater in Society Hall, which adds much 
to the comfort and beauty of the room. — 
October 16 the church treasurer reported the 
final payment of a legacy received by the will 
of Alfred N. Coombs, for many years a loyal 
member of our church. The amount of the 
legacy is $6,300, the interest only to be used 
for the support of preaching. We are very 
grateful to Mr. Coombs for so generously re- 
membering us. — The C. E. meeting on Oc- 
tober 23 was in charge of Mrs. Allen who 
introduced several interesting features. A 
map of the world was hung and, as different 
ones spoke of “Christian Endeavor in All 
Lands,” a C. E. card was pinned to the map 
at that place. A number of the Juniors were 
present, each repeating a verse and singing 
together “Jesus Loves Me.” The chorus was 
sung in Chinese language, taught them by 
Mrs. Allen. — Two years ago our Sunday- 
school received a legacy of $500.00 by the will 
of Emma J. Flanders, a member of our 
church and a former resident, the interest to 
be used for the purchase of library books. 
A committee has been appointed to use the 
amount now available for replenishing our 
library. — Five of our people attended the 
funeral service of Rev. Edna V. B. Fielaer, 
of Amesbury. Every one who knew Mrs. 
Fielder loved her for her many beautiful 
qualities as well as for her wonderfully 
efficient service in every line of church work. 
It seems as if we need her wise counsel and 
loving sympathy.—Lucy M. Rowell. 


Maine Conference 


Eastport, October 26—Mrs. Ida Coggins, 
known throughout Eastport and the confer- 
ence as “Aunt Ida,” passed quietly away Sep- 
tember 23, leaving behind many blessed mem- 
ories, especially in the dear home of Brother 
Byron Andrews and his sister, Miss Clara, 
where her presence for many years had been 
not only a care but a benediction. She had 
long been a helpless invalid; but her cheer- 
ful spirit, her contagious smile, and her deep 
interest in all that pertained to the Christian 
Church both locally and at large were an in- 
spiration to all with whom she came into 
contact. By personal correspondence she 
raised quite a sum of money to meet the 
needs of the North Christian Church, of which 
she was a lifelong member. She had her 


money laid aside for the entire church year 
in the envelopes. Among her last words were 
“All is well. 


All is right.” Brother Joseph 
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H. Lambert, the pastor, laid her to rest from 
the beautiful home where so many of our 
leading ministers have been entertained, to 
rest in the still more beautiful home “over 
there.” — Saturday afternoon, October 15, the 
Cradle Roll of the Sunday-school had a party 
with an attendance of twenty-eight. The pro- 
gram consisted of singing, prayer, recitations 
by some of the primary department, and the 
reading of “Robert’s Missionary Cradle Roll” 
and “The Other Babies.” After the program 
some of the children played games, then re- 
freshments of ice cream and little, decorated 
frosted cakes were served. Some of the 
babies were unable to come, because their 
mothers had to work that day, packing 
sardines. 

Bangor—October 14 the Cradle Roll of the 
Sunday-school of the First Christian Church 
held an enjoyable party at the home of Sis- 
ter Ethel Perkins, the superintendent. 

Donald P. Hurlburt, Field Secretary. 


ILLINOIS 


Enfield, October 29—On the fourth Sunday 
of May I was with Brother Chitty at Rich- 
land church, Wayne county. I filled the pul- 
pit for him on Sunday to a large congrega- 
tion. At the close of the services we were 
invited to the beautiful grove that surrounds 
the church where a basket dinner was served. 
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HOW TO BE UNHAPPY 


BE suspicious; look for slights; feel keenly 
any seeming thrusts. 

Be sensitive; take best care of “number 
one’; be sure to protect yourself; “be good 
to yourself’; safeguard your rights. 

Be revengeful; give tit for tat; let them 
have just as good as they send. Be sure 
to return evil for evil; take care to get down 
with a “‘dog’’ on his own level. 


Be slow to forgive; the other fellow de- 
serves it; he will only gloat over an easy 
deal; he is incapable of appreciating cour- 
teous treatment; he has not asked to be for- 
given; just let him severely alone. 

Be still slower to forget; it's enough to 
forgive—if you do; it’s quite too much to add 
forgetfulness to the injury done one; life 
might be too prosy without periodically pry- 
ing up these old bones.—The Truth Tester. 
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— I was also with Brother Chitty at Cottage 
Home on the second Sunday in June. 1 
preached to a large congregation. — My wife 
and I were with Brother Chitty in revival 
work at Burnt Prairie Christian Church and 
at Pleasant Union Christian Church. — On 
the fourth Sunday of October, I was with 
Brother Chitty at Berlin Christian Church 
and assisted in ordaining two deacons. I 
found nice people at this place.—J. D. Wig- 
gins. 
NEW JERSEY 

Milford, November 1—Fall work at this 
century-old church is picking up nicely. Be- 
fore the vacation time the pastor had made 
some plans never before tried here; namely, 
to have ten different persons of the church 
follow each other in telling a Bible story to 
the children and young people, one each Sun- 
day morning before the sermon. The plan 
was to urge all the children to attend the 
worship services, thus hoping to get children 
and youth started on the road to church at- 
tendance, in addition to Sunday-school at- 
tendance. There was no trouble in securing 
the ten story-tellers when the pastor selected 
and copied the stories. Then the writer 
learned that the public school is giving one 
hundred hours per year to mathematics, or 




















two and one-half hours per week; also the 
same to English; also three hours per week 
to United States history, while we give noi 
more than forty-eight hours per year to re- 
ligious education to even the enrolled Sun- 
day-school scholars. How to plan so we 
might give the children even as much time 
per week in religious education as the school 
gives to United States history seemed to me 
to be the minimum standard toward which to 
work for all who will attend. The Sunday- 
school was credited with the forty-eight 
hours per year, or one hour per week. Then 
we reorganized the Junior Christian En- 
deavor so that one group will take children 
from seven to ten and one-half years of age, 
the other group, ten and one-half to thirteen, 
including the whole year where advisable. To 
such as attend, another hour per week will be 
given. Then the story-telling feature above 
stated adds another hour to such as attend, 
making in all three hours per week of re- 
ligious education for all who will avail them- 
selves of it. — A mothers’ meeting was 
planned when seventy-five invitations were 
sent to mothers to be present. A short pro- 
gram was planned, and the pastor explained 
the purpose and method to be followed to 
give their children the three hours per week 
of religious education. The Ladies’ Aid fur- 
nished a luncheon for the mothers. The night 
was very stormy, one of the worst in a long 
time, and this interfered badly; but still we 
had eighteen mothers present. So now we 
are working the plan. The minister has 
shortened the sermon to twenty or twenty- 
five minutes, and before each sermon some 
one tells a Bible story, using from five to 
eight minutes. We have two workers escort 
the children to the seats and sit with them in 
a body. One day we had sixteen children 
present. More young people are attending 
the services. The older folks enjoy the story 
as well as do the youngsters, and they are 
having a fine effect so far on the worship at- 
mosphere of the morning hour. The choir, 
under the leadership of Mrs. Watson, is grow- 
ing, having last Sunday twenty-two in the 
morning choir and twenty-one at night. Eve- 
ning audiences are growing finely, having in- 
creased ten each night for two evenings. — 
The Intermediates are rallying somewhat 
slowly and the Senior Christian Endeavor 
even more slowly, and the alumni associa- 
tion also has begun to hold its meetings after 
the vacation. — The annual chicken supper 
was held last Saturday night, October 29, and 
over three hundred tickets were sold, being 
the largest number ever sold at one occasion. 
— There is in all departments just now a fine 
spirit of co-operation. A contest is being 
started in the Sunday-school which makes 
church attendance one of the points for 
credits, instead of leaving the children with 
the impression that the Sunday-school is the 
main part of the church. Now, as never be- 
fore in the present pastor’s whole life, all 
departments are working on correlated, uni- 
fied, dovetailed plans where all are converg- 
ing at the same point. — Pray for us, breth- 
ren, that these methods may be seasoned 
with faith and true godliness and that they 
may result in a revival of real Christian Re- 
ligion among the people.—Edward C. Hall, 
Pastor. 


NEW YORK 


Albany, November 1—Our pastor, Rev. A. C 
Youmans, was the principal speaker at the 
fall rally of the Albany County Christian En- 
deavor Union at Guilderland recently. The 
society from Ravena Christian won the at- 
tendance trophy, having one hundred percent 
of its members present. — We were happy 
again to have Dr. Woodworth with us on his 
return from the New England conferences 
He spoke very pleasingly on “Humor in Mis- 
sions”. — A leadership training class has 
been formed with eight members, using 
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Weigel’s “The Pupil” for the textbook. — We 
also have five attending the Community 
School of Religious Education. The Church 
School has secured a Christian Service flag 
which will be presented with special services 
shortly. — Our pastor has inaugurated the 
“Ask Me Another” idea at the Sunday eve- 
ning services. Questions are brought in on 
slips of paper and handed to the ushers who 
see that they reach the pulpit. At the close 
of the sermon, the questions are answered. 
The innovation is proving quite helpful as 
many interesting questions have been pre- 
sented.—Catherine E. Parvis, Church Clerk. 

East Hounsfield, October 25—Rev. L. A. 
Duvall and his wife arrived from Akersville, 
Pennsylvania, October 16, and immediately 
entered upon the duties of the pastorate here 
and at Calcium. — On Thursday, October 20, 
the Ladies’ Aid met at the library for busi- 
ness meeting and tieing comfortables. At 
seven p. m. a community birthday supper was 
served, followed by an informal reception 
for Mr. and Mrs. Duvall. — Communion serv- 
ice was held on Sunday, October 23. — Fri- 
day evening, October 28, the Christian En- 
deavorers have a Halloween social at the 
library. — Wednesday, November 2, the quar- 
terly business meeting of the church will be 
held, followed by choir practice. — Preaching 
service and Sunday-school are held regular- 
ly at Calcium, and on Sunday, October 30, 
communion service will be held.—Flora 
Cleveland, Church Clerk. 


York and Cumberland Conference 


HE York and Cumberland Christian Con- 
ference held its eighty-third annual ses- 
sion at Freedom, New Hampshire, October 14 
and 15, 1927. The conference was called to 
order by the president, Rev. N. M. Heikes, at 
two-thirty p. m. The minutes of the last 
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session were read by the secretary, visiting 
brothers and sisters were invited to partici- 
pate in the deliberations of the conference, 
and different committees were appointed. 

A communication from the Freedom Church 
requested the ordination of its pastor, Rev. 
Samual A. Walker. The same was referred 
to the business committee, which later recom- 
mended his ordination. 

Following the reports of the churches, the 
conference adjourned to give way to the mis- 
sionary society of the conference. There was 
little business to be handled by that society 
except the election of officers and the dis- 
posal of the funds in the treasurer’s hands. 
The society voted to send fifty dollars to 
Franklinton Christian College toward the 
new dormitory, and fifteen dollars to foreign 
missions from the Young fund, so called as 
that was the way J. W. Young left $300, the 
interest to go to foreign missions each year, 
the balance of available fund to be left in tha 
hands of the executive board for emergency 
cases in the conference. 

The conference was again called to order 
Saturday morning at ten o’clock. The com- 
mittee on resolutions reported and requested 
that the retiring president be asked to offer 
prayer of condolence and sympathy to Rev. 
Levi Ferguson and Rev. A. H. Fielder in their 
great sorrow in the loss of their companions. 

Although the writer was unable to be pres- 
ent at the evening meetings, these sessions 
were reported to be very good. The ordina- 
tion of Brother Walker took place Sunday 
afternoon, Rev. Norval C. Kern, pastor of the 
Wolfeboro Church, Rockingham Conference, 
preaching the sermon from the text, “Woe is 
me if I preach not the gospel”. It was indeed 
a masterpiece from a young consecrated man. 

The conference closed Sunday evening, and 
we took our way home, feeling we had had 
a refreshing time from the Lord. 

W. G. Moulton, Secretary. 

York Village, Maine. 


Little Brother Francis 


BY ANNIE GRAHAM KING 


YOUNG man clad in the rich garb of 

the merchant class rode across the plain 
that lay below the little medieval city of 
Assisi. The young man was of a sensitive 
nature, and for some time past since his re- 
covery from a long-continued illness his 
mind had been somewhat abstracted from 
the world. In his heart he often thought on 
perfection and how by control of self he 
might perhaps attain it. 

Suddenly a strange figure at the side of 
the road accosted him. Instinctively the 
young man shrank back. Then with a quick 
revulsion of feeling he leaped from his horse, 
flung his arms about the leper, and, kissing 
the loathsome hand of the sick man, pressed 
into it an alms. The incident made a pro- 
found impression upon the after life of 
Francis of Assisi. 

Instead of abhoring the very sight of a 
leper he now sought them out. Compassion 
had taken the place of fastidiousness in his 
nature. He became a benefactor to the dis- 
tressed and suffering of every class, to whom 
he gave not only money and food, but even 
the very clothes off his back. All of which 
did not set well with the father, the rich 
merchant of Assisi, who had little sympa- 
thy with Quixotic schemes of charity. 





Matters did not, however, come to a crisis 
between the merchant and his son until a 
day when Francis knelt in prayer in the an- 
cient and almost brokendown church of St. 
Damian. . Up to this time his service to God 
had been without definite direction. He him- 
self hardly understood the feelings that 
made his conduct so different from that of 
his associates. He was perhaps more or less 
conscious of a desire for communion with 
God and of a wish to: obey his commands. 
If he had any very definite spiritual impulse, 
it came from his intense admiration for Je- 
sus and his desire to emulate him. 

But as he knelt in the dilapidated little 
church it seemed that he heard a Voice say- 
ing: “Francis, go and repair my house, 
which, as thou seest, is falling utterly into 
ruin.” Thinking at once of the material 
decay of St. Damian, Fraucis sold his horse 
and what other goods he could obtain and 
brought the money to the priest for the re- 
pair of the church. 

The young man never at any time knew 
what it was to be restrained by what is ordi- 
narily called reason. His whole-hearted en- 
thusiasm stopped at nothing. The extrav- 
agance of his conduct in this and other 
charities brought about the final breach be- 
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tween Francis and his father. Francis him- 
self found it a real relief to be freed from 
the burden of riches. After his father had 
disinherited him, he tore the clothes from his 
back and put on the coarse garment of a 
farm laborer. On the front of this rude 
sack he made with a bit of chalk the em- 
blem of the Cross. 

He did not, however, find complete satis- 
faction until one day in church he heard 
read that passage of Scripture in which Je- 
sus enjoins his disciples to “provide neither 
gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses, 
... Neither two coats, neither shoes, nor 
yet staves.” “This,” exclaimed Francis, “is 
what I desire—yea, this is what I long for 
with my whole heart.” 

Francis no sooner heard these words of 
Christ and thoroughly comprehended them 
then he began to exert every energy to put 
them into practice. In a short time he 
had succeeded in attracting to himself six 
followers. Feeling that they should have 
some general scheme of life, they “searched 
the Scriptures” and finally adopted a very 
simple yet very difficult rule of conduct 
taken entirely from the sayings of Jesus. 
This rule was as follows: First, “If thou 
wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, 
and give to the poor.” Second, “Take noth- 
ing for thy journey.” Third, “If any man 
will come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross and follow me.” 

In many respects it was an age of great 
materialism in the Church. Perhaps Pope 
Innocent III himself was not perfectly sat- 
isfied with its condition. At all events while 
he was deliberating upon whether or not to 
grant permission to this humble, bare-footed 
monk to form a brotherhood he had a dream 
in which he saw the Church of the Lateran 
about to fall and only prevented from de- 
struction by the timely aid of a poor, insig- 
nificant little man who resembled Brother 
Francis. The pope interpreted this dream 
as meaning that Francis was destined to 
save the Church of Christ, which the pope in 
his soul must have been afraid was already 
tottering. 

As a matter of fact the humble little or- 
ganization which Francis was attempting to 
found was the beginning of a crusade of 
much greater import than that which Philip 
Augustus, Richard the Lion-Hearted, and 
Frederick Barbarossa had just unsuccessful- 
ly waged against Saladin, the gallant con- 
queror of Jerusalem. 

Brother Francis went home with the kind 
permission to be as poor as he pleased. The 
pope indeed had observed that if he denied 
the request of Francis as something too hard 
to be accomplished it amounted to denying 
the teachings of Christ himself. As for 
Francis, he afterwards remarked: “When 
thou seest a poor man, O brother, a mirror 
is set before thee of the Lord and of his 
mother in her poverty. In the infirm do 
thou in like manner think upon the infirmi- 
ties that he took upon him.” It was said of 
him that “in all the poor he beheld 
the image of Christ.” 

In many respects the conduct of Francis 
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seems inadvisable to more carnal minds. He 
mortified and crucified his own body in a 
way that is not only harrowing to read 
about, but seems actually wicked. The ex- 
posures and injuries which he had inflicted 
upon his body so undermined his health as 
to bring about his death. It is pitiful to 
read of his increasing blindness, which was 
caused by the constant weeping for the sor- 
rows of Christ in which he indulged. This 
was no affectation. He actually felt just 
such a degree of intense grief. He was a 
man of strong imagination to whom Christ 
was very real. It is said of him that “he 
seemed utterly consumed like unto a coal 
that is set on fire by the flame of the love 
divine.” 

He believed in complete renunciation of 
the world. Not only did he insist on pov- 
erty, but he added that “He that would at- 
tain this height must needs in all ways re- 
nounce not alone the wisdom of the world, 
but even knowledge of letters, so that dis- 
possessed of such an inheritance he may go 
in the strength of the Lord and give himself 
up naked into the arms of the Crucified. For 
in vain doth he utterly renounce the world 
who keepeth in the secret places of his heart 
a shrine for his own senses.” 


Yet nobody was so tender-hearted as 
Brother Francis, and nobody had so simple 
and wholesome a joy in the little everyday 
affairs of nature. He loved the flowers and 
the birds, the fire and the sun, which he said 
was like “the Sun of Righteousness.” Little 
animals of all kinds were drawn to the gen- 
tle friar and seemed to understand his affec- 
tion for them. They would come at his call 
without fear. Of all birds, he especially 
loved the lark. “Sister Lark,” he would say, 
“is a humble bird. . . . Flying she praises 
God very sweetly like a good religious, de- 
spising earthly things, whose conversation 
is always in the heavens. . . . Her clothes 
are like to the earth, and she gives an ex- 
ample to religious that they should not have 
delicate and colored garments, but vile in 
price and color.” 

Toward the end of his life Francis real- 
ized that the order he had established would 
not be able to remain in the paths of com- 
plete unworldliness. Its growth was mar- 
velous. Within ten years after he had ob- 
tained the approval of the pope more than 
five thousand, of his adherents met at Assisi, 
and within fifty years Franciscan mission- 
aries had penetrated every known land. 
Among these was the heroic John of Monte 
Corvino, one of the earliest missionaries to 
China. 

Many famous names are numbered among 
the Franciscans. Among these were An- 
thony of Padua, John of Capistran, whose 
name is commemorated in the Mission 
Church of San Juan Capistrano in Califor- 
nia, and the great scientist Roger Bacon. 
Nowhere perhaps is a more suitable task in- 
trusted to their gentle care than in the Gar- 
den of Gethsemane in Jerusalem, where for 
a long time the kind old monks, in their 
russet robes attended the little flowers, 
principally of lavender and purple and 
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white, that spring up about the feet of the 
gnarled old olive trees. It is a fitting serv- 
ice for the followers of him who so loved 
the Lord Jesus.—Christian Advocate. 


Commanding Their Parents 
By Mrs. W. B. Bailey 


LARA,” said a young husband to his wife, 

“do you realize that these children of 
ours are beginning to order us about very 
freely?” 

“Surely we are not permitting that, Jim, 
after all we have said about other people’s 
children in the past!” exclaimed the young 
mother. “Why, we have criticized some of 
our very best friends for permitting their 
children to give orders too freely. We faith- 
fully vowed we would see that our children 
should never do anything of the sort.” 

The door opened and in rushed two 
healthy, happy young children, Betty aged 
four and Joe, six. 

“Mother, fix my stocking,” commanded 
Betty. 

“Hey, I’m hungry! Mother, give me 
something to eat,” ordered Joe. Then turn- 
ing to his father he continued, “Father, 
you’ll have to fix my wagon; it won’t run.” 

The parents, newly critical of their chil- 
dren’s conduct, looked at each other in dis- 
may as they both realized that their beloved 
children, with whose training they had taken 
so much care, were expressing all their de- 
sires as commands. 

“Children,” began the mother quietly and 
pleasantly as she always addressed them, 
“ask Mother in a prettier way to do what 
you wish.” 

Both children looked at her intently for 
a second. Then Joe said, “Mother, please 
may I have something to eat? I sure am 
hungry, an’ it’s ’most apple time, isn’t it?” 

“That is better.” 

And the mother was getting the apples 
when she heard Betty saying, “Please, dear 
Mother, will you please help me fix my stock- 
ing?” 

The mother catching her husband’s sly 
wink could scarcely restrain a smile. 

“Now, what do you suppose possessed 
those children to come in and give us orders 
in such an off-hand manner?” questioned the 
mother after the children had gone out to 
play again. 

“We've taught it to them, Clara. You see 
they knew well enough what to say on your 
request, but have you noticed that you and I 
have fallen into the habit of . . .” 


Just then Betty came into the room on her 
way to the toy box with one stocking sagging 
in a very noticeable way. 

“Well, Betty!” exclaimed the mother, 
“what is wrong with your stocking again? 
Mother will have to fix it for you.” 

“Now that is a fine illustration of what 
I mean by saying that we have taught the 
children to command us to do things for 
them and to tell us we have to do such 
things,” said the father a few moments later 
when the little daughter was again out of 
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Collection Plates 


All quartered oak, walnut, and ma- 
hogany plates are furnished fitted with 
a removable green or red velvet pad, 
with or without monogram. . The lower 
priced plates—plain oak, imitation 
walnut, or mahogany plates are fur- 
nished fitted with a green or red vel- 
veteen pad, without monogram. 
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Delivery Extra. 


THOMAS PLAIN RIM PLATE 


10-inch, Plain Oak_.........---....-- $3.00 
12-inch, Oak, Walnut, or Cherry 5.50 
Delivery Extra. 
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hearing. “We say, just as you did then, that 
‘we must’ fix this thing or do that thing for 


them until we firmly convince them that we © 


do have to do it, and they really mean no im- 
pudence when they say such things. They 
are merely repeating the words we have 
taught them to say.”—An, article issued by 
the. National Kindergarten Association, 8 
West 40th Street, New York City. 


[t's Up to Us 


MEET sometimes depressed individuals 

who regard themselves as the victims of 
circumstances. They are overflowing with 
self-pity, and they tell me that they suffer 
painful limitations and distressing disad- 
vantages because circumstances have been 
against them. I gently advise them to face 
the fact that if their circumstances had been 
more favorable they would probably have 
been just about where they are now. Un- 
less we are exceptionally flabby, the handi- 
cap of adverse circumstances can be mas- 
tered. A moral failure is seldom the result 
of overwhelming temptation. It is caused 
by some weak spot in the man himself. 
“The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars, 
but in ourselves, that we are underlings.” 
Old-fashioned and commonplace drudgery is 
the minimum price of all genuine success. 
Mr. Bernard Shaw, who once toiled for nine 
years and scarcely earned nine pounds, says 
of that rather dreary ordeal. “It has enabled 
me to produce an impression of being an ex- 
traordinarily clever, original, and brilliant 
writer, deficient only in feeling, whereas the 
truth is that I am not in the least naturally 
brilliant, and not at all ready and clever. If 
literary men generally were put through the 
mill I went through, and kept out of their 
stuffy little coteries, I should have a thou- 
sand rivals more brilliant than myself. There 
is nothing more mischievous than the notion 
that my works are the mere play of a de- 
lightfully clever and whimsical hero of the 
salons; they are the result of perfectly 
straightforward drudgery, beginning in the 
ineptest novel-writing juvenility, and perse- 
vered in every day for twenty-five years.” 
—F. A. A., in The Christian World. 


Talk It Over 


By Orpha Adkinson 


MERRY little lad at his play got an 

idea and he ran in his excitement, 
stumbling to the door, to tell Auntie his 
beautiful scheme. The sympathetic auntie 
was loath to crush the childish joy and con- 
fidence, so she said cheerfully: “Well, that 
sounds fine. Sit in my lap while we talk it 
over.” 

“No”, exclaimed the eager tot. “When we 
talk things over I don’t do ’em, and I want 
to do this.” 

He did, however, sit in Auntie’s lap and 
talk it over until the scheme seemed less 
desirable and a suitable joy was substituted. 
The childish mind got Auntie’s viewpoint. 
The little lad didn’t want to talk things over 
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with one who knew his needs and ability. 

How like that earnest little boy are the 
Father’s children. In our lives we devise 
what we believe will result for our best good 
and usefulness, but our Father sees our 
capabilities, the side issues and results along 
the way beyond our ken. He wants us to 
get his viewpoint by taiking over with him 
our plans. Are we sometimes like the small 
boy? Don’t want to talk things over, fear- 
ing we will see it is not the Father’s way 
for us? 

Listen to the Father’s word: I know the 
thoughts I have toward thee, thoughts of 
peace and not of evil, to give thee an ex- 
pected end. What greater expectation can 
we want than that? “The Lord has shaped, 
poised in his own hand”; for with him, ‘“‘not 
fate but wisdom measures all”. 

Then talk things over with the Father. 
Get his viewpoint. Fear not to impose our 
care on him whose shoulders uphold the 
governments of the world; on him who said: 
Cast all your care on me, for I careth for 
thee. 


Our Mother 


ID you ever stop to think how seldom you 

express your love for mother? No, you 
have heen too busy, careless, and selfish. But 
some day it will be too late to tell her how 
much you love her and need her. 


And how many needless heartaches you 
have caused her. And yet she loves you; 
with her great mother heart she forgives 
you. Just go into your own room some day, 
close the door and shut all things of the 
world out of your memory except mother. 
Then think how much you need her, how 
hard it would be to do without her good, 
sound advice. And then think how little you 
heed that advice, think how few pleasures 
you have tried to have her enjoy, and how 
many times you have really helped her keep 
the daily routine going smoothly. 

No, there is not one earthly friend like her 
when we are sick and distressed. Then why 
not tell her how much you need her, and as 
best you can, how much you love her? You 
never can realize how much you do love her, 
until she has gone to her eternal home. Do 
not put off until tomorrow to tell her. Also 
show by your actions that you love and need 
her. Believe what I tell you, it will always 
make your heart ache if you wait until it is 
too late. 

Amid all the cares of life, let us not for- 
get to be kind to mother; strew the flowers 
while she is living and let them bloom along 
her pathway.—Selected. 

a 


Truth crushed to earth shall rise again, 
The eternal years of God are hers. 
—Bryant, 
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About Folks and Things 


(Continued from page two) 


the hearts of their people. She was of 
gracious personality, deeply interested in 
every phase of church work, and of admir- 
able Christian character. The news of her 
death will bring sorrow to a great circle of 
friends wherever they were known—and 
a deep sympathy for the sorrowing husband. 
Further words of appreciation will be given 
in a later issue. 


Rev. R. W. Pittman sends us word of the 
death of one of the aged and very faithful 
deacons of the North Grove Church, 
Northern Illinois Conference—Brother John 
S. Myers. His death occurred October 29 at 
the age of seventy-seven years. For long 
years he had been one of the faithful serv- 
ants of the church, and many lines of help- 
ful influence have run out from his life. 


Some weeks ago we spoke of the “Cru- 
saders” in which many of our people of the 
Virginia Central Conference are_ heartily 
participating. Our readers will be inter- 
ested to know that this is an organization of 
laymen of all denominations who pledge 
themselves to render service without pay 
wherever they may be called. These Cru- 
saders are divided into groups of four and 
the secretary sends these groups out in an- 
swer to calls for service—sometimes to as- 
sist in meetings, sometimes to supply a pul- 
pit when the pastor must be absent, and to 
help weak churches which have no pastors. 
All of the Crusaders come together for a 
monthly business meeting, at which some- 
times they have an outside speaker or some 
other form of program. The organization 
is doing great good, not only for the 
churches which are served but also in de- 
veloping the spirit of service and training 
for service among the laymen. Such a use 
of the laity ought to be developed far more 
extensively than it has been in almost every 
church. 


Many questions are of course coming up 
with reference to the new merged periodical. 
Great patience will have to be exercised on 
the part of everybody in the working out of 
the rather complicated situation in which 
we are undertaking to preserve as much as 
possible of the identity and value of The 
Herald, The Christian Missionary, and The 
Journal of Christian Education, and at the 
same time form them into a new type of 
periodical which will make a decided con- 
tribution to the life of our church. Every 
effort will be made to work these things out 
in a manner which will be as satisfactory 
as possible to the largest number—and to 
this end we ask the patient and sweet- 
spirited co-operation of every lover of the 
Christian Church. One of the questions 
which is being asked and which greatly con- 
cerns the subscriber to two or more of the 
periodicals is what sort of adjustment will 
be made with reference to his subscrip- 
tions. We want to assure every such sub: 
scriber that he will be given full credit for 
whatever is due him by an extension of his 
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time on his subscriptions. Thus, for in- 
stance, the subscriber to The Herald and 
The Christian Missionary will have his time 
extended on The Herald for the amount due 
him for his unexpired subscription on The 
Christian Missionary. Other adjustments 
will be made under this same rule. The 
subscribers to The Christian Missionary and 
to The Journal of Christian Education will 
receive the new magazine for the time equal 
to the amount due them on their subscrip- 
tions to the two present periodicals for 
which their present subscriptions are paid. 
As the new magazine is very much larger 
than both The Journal and The Christian 
Missionary, they will thus receive much 
more than they have paid for. This liberal 
adjustment is being adopted by the Mission 
Board and The Christian Publishing Asso- 
ciation in the confident belief that it will 
call forth the hearty and generous response 
of our subscribers in helping to promote the 
new periodical. 


The older members and friends of the 


‘ Christian Church will be saddened by the 


news of the death of Mrs. W. A. Gross, who 
passed away at the home of her daughter, 
Mrs. J. R. Gram, at Springfield, Ohio, on 
November 3. Many of the younger genera- 
tion will not have known Mrs. Gross, for 
she had reached well beyond the fourscore 
years; but for long, long years she and her 
husband were widely known throughout our 
church, not only because they were always 
at our conventions and other general gath- 
erings but also because at one time Brother 
Gross was business manager of The Chris- 
tian Publishing Association—or “publishing 
agent” as it was then called—and had much 
to do with raising the money which saved 
our Publishing Association from the finan- 
cial rocks at that time. Brother Gross was 
pastor of many of our churches, for years 
carrying churches in connection with his ex- 
tensive work as a funeral director in the 
city of Springfield. Always and in every 
capacity he had the loving comradeship and 
efficient help of Mrs. Gross, who was an ex- 
ceptionally lovable woman and ardently 
faithful to every interest and prospect of 
the Christian Church. To us who knew her 
intimately in her older days, her presence 
was a benediction and a blessing; and 
literally thousands have been helped by the 
ministry of herself and husband. Funeral 
services were held on Saturday afternoon at 
the home, the pastor, Rev. Cleon Swarts, in 
charge. 

Readers of The Herald will be greatly 
surprised to learn of the resignation of 
Brother A. F. Chase, the assistant manager 
of The Christian Publishing Association, 
who has accepted a position with the Chev- 
rolet people of this city and will close his 
work with the Publishing Association De- 
cember 1. By staying until that date, 
Brother Chase will have filled out a “full 
twenty years of service here at the Publish- 
ing House—the longest time that any in- 
dividual has ever been in its employ. Mr. 
Warren Bookwalter, a bookkeeper of the in- 
stitution who died just a few weeks after 
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Brother Chase began work here, had served 
over a period of nineteen years, but with 
two or three short intermissions. Brother 
Chase’s work has been continuous for the 
twenty years and during that time he has 
carried practically every phase of the office 
work of the Association—accountant, circu- 
lation manager, assistant manager, and a 
hundred and one minor details. Always he 
has been an inveterate worker, tireless and 
absorbed in the work of the Publishing 
House and of the denomination and unself- 
ishly devoted to their best interests. He 
is extensively known throughout our 
brotherhood, not only by correspondence but 
also in person, as he has visited practically 
all of our conferences, and many of them 
time and again, in the interests of our gen- 
eral work. He has made a great host of 
friends throughout the church who will 
deeply regret his absence from our work; 
and to us here at the Publishing House it 
will hardly seem natural with him gone, so 
long has he been so intimately identified 
with this institution and every part and 
phase of its activities. The brotherhood is 
under lasting obligation to Brother Chase 
for the faithfulness of his service, and will 
bid him Godspeed and great success in the 
new work in which he will be engaged. He 
will still remain an ardent worker in the 
Christian Church and intensely interested 
in all of our general enterprises. 


o 


Fishermen of Brittany utter this simple 
prayer when they launch their boats upon 
the deep: “Keep me, my God; my boat is 
small and the ocean wide.” How very 
beautiful the words, the thought! Might 
not the same petition be uttered night and 
morning by God’s children journeying on 
the sea of life? Keep me, my God! My 
boat is small, I am so weak, so helpless, so 
forgetful of thy lovingkindness. Tossed to 
and fro at the mercy of the world, except 
thou dost help me, I perish. Keep me, my 
God, for “Thy ocean is so wide”—the 
journey so long—the days and years so 
many. “In thee, O Lord, do I put my 
trust.” Deliver me in thy righteousness.— 
The Methodist Protestant. 
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